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MURFREESBORO FEMALE INSTITUTE

1872-1882

HAYNES INSTITUTE

1883-1884

MURFREESBORO FEMALE INSTITUTE

Professor Scobey founded this School and was president for thirteen years. The
School name was changed in honor of J, M. Haynes, a long time friend and public
spirited citizen, who owned the property, and dedicated it to the cause of education.

The property included a full city block.

MEMORANDA PERTAINING TO THE SCOBEY FAMILY.
As written by James E. Scobey on October 28, 1920

The progenitors of this family, in the United States, were a man and woman,
who emigrated from Ireland to America, and settled in the Colony of North
Carolina before the Declaration of Independence in 1776. The given names of these
original Scobeys I do not know; and what I do know, I gathered from statements
made by my grandfather in his conversations with others, when I was quite a
lad.

My great grandfather, the original Scobey, when the Revolutionary War
broke out, joined the Colonial Army to fight the British, and for the independence
of the Colonies. He never returned to his family. He either died from disease or
was killed in battle, His wife was left a widow with a family of seven boys, most
of whom were small children.

After independence had been achieved, several families, and others without
families, conceived the idea of emigrating to Tennessee, then a part of the State
of North Carolina. Others had already preceded them and had settled in an
exceedingly fertile valley, near the Cumberland River, which is now in Trousdale
County. They had buiit a strong fort, to protect themselves from the hostile
Indians who roamed the country at large, and often attacked the settlers whom
they would massacre, if possible.

The fort was located at a point now between the towns of Gallatin, in Sumner
County, and Hartsville in Trousdale County. They named the fort Bledsoe. There
is a fine flowing sulphur well near where the fort stood, and the village settlement
near by is called Castalian Springs.

My great grandmother with her seven boys formed a part of the emigrating
party which made a start from North Carolina, with Fort Bledsoe, in Tennessee,
as their objective. There seemed to be a community interest in the means of
trangportation. Mrs. Scobey furnished a one horse cart, and those of her family
unable to walk, and herself, with what supplies and plunder could be loaded
in the cart, were pulled into Tennessee by a faithful old horse.

Over the mountains of Western North Carolina and East Tennessee the train
of emigrants came into the fertile valleys watered by streams uniting farther
south forming the great Tennessee River. In these valleys were prosperous
settlers, who bestowed on them a genial hospitality. Here they replenished their
dwindling supplies, and though besought to remain and settle there, they had
started to Fort Bledsoe, and to Fort Bledsoe they would go. So resuming their
journey to the west, in due time the Cumberland Mountains were reached, and
after a rough passage, together with some delay in travel, they finally reached the
long sought fort.

Here Mrs. Scobey reared her family of boys to manhood. However, one of
the boys was killed by the Indians, leaving her only six. Their names, as I now
remember, having heard my grandfather call them, were Hamilton, Matthew,
Madison, James, John and Joseph.

After the country had been rid of hostile Indians, immigrants flowed in, and the
country was being rapidly settled up. Matthew Scohey setiled on the banks of
the Cumberland River south of Gallatin, established a ferry called then Scobey's
Ferry. He subszequently sold his possessions to a Mr. Bender, and the ferry, still
in operation, for years past, and until now has been called Bender's Ferry.



James and John settled in Wilson County. amilton soon went west to the
territory of Missouri, Joseph (if that be his name) went to Texas, then a state of
Mexico. Matthew, after selling out, emigrated to the territory of Illinois, and from
him there has sprung a large connection of Scobeys in Illinois, Michigan and
contigious states. Madison Scobey went to West Tennessee, and settled in or
near, a village called Mooresville. There are several families of Scobeys living
in and around Newbern, of whom he is the progenitor.

James Scobey—my grandfather—reared a large family in Wilson County,
consisting of seven daughters and one son, whom he named John Berry; after his
brother John and his wife’'s maiden name. For he had married a Miss Berry
whose parents had emigrated from Ireland to Kentucky, settling near thhe village
of Adairsville, Ky.

My father, John Berry Scobey, was born ten miles east of Lebanon April 9,
1809. He lived and died in Wilson County. He was twice married. His first wife—my
mother, died when I was seventeen months old. My father married the second time
and from that union there were five childern, three bays,—J oseph, John and Robert
—+two girls, Mary and Sallie. Of my father’s children only two are living,—the
youngest, Mrs. Sallie. Colyar of Mt, Pleasant, Texas, and the oldest, myself, My
half brother, Robert Scobey, died leaving one child living, a son—Loyd Scobey,
married and living in Nashville,

I am, I believe, the patriach of all the living Scobeys. Born January 3, 1834, I
am now past 86 years, in the enjoyment of splendid health, and retsin in a
wonderful degree all my facilties, I graduated at Franklin College near Nashville,
under the Presidency of Tolbert Fanning, July 4th, 1885, past the age of twenty-one
years.

I chose teaching for a profession. 1 began my work in the fall of 1855 and
taught continuously till 1862. In the meantime, on the 31st day of August, 1859, I
married Sallie Alice Harris, a daughter of Major Jas. S, Harris, and a graduate
of Mrs. Fanning's School and of Franklin College. She was my assistant teacher
after our marriage till the first year of the Civil War. I enlisted in the Confederate
Army, was elected Captain of my company, and led them in the battle of Shiloh,

After the war I began to teach again in February, 1867, and since then I have
taught continuously up till I was seventy years old, having been the principal
of two academies, the president of two colleges, and a professor in another. I
have taught forty-seven years in my life. In 1871 I began to preach some, as
opportunity offered or occasion required, and this I continued during my school
work; but since I quit teaching I have mainly given my time to preaching. In the
last eight years, I have failed to preach only on nine Sundays. So far this year I
have not missed a single Sunday.

I have been twice married. My first wife bore me seven children, four girls
and three boys. Of these I have lost two, an infant girl and a grown daughter,
Alice. The other five have all been married, and three have living children. T will
give the names of these living children in the order of their birth; Sarah Jane,
Mary Augusta, James Berry, John Edward, (Alice dead) and Robert Harris. My
first wife died in Murfreesboro, August 26th, 1881, where I was President of
Murfreesboro Female Institute for thirteen years. On June 25, 1884, I married Miss
Fannie P, Sowell, daughter of Col. W. J. Sowell of Maury County. She had been
a pupil of mine at Murfreesboro some ten years previous to our marriage.

We have had born to us five sons and one daughter. All of these have reached
the age of manhood and womanhood, save an infant boy which died when five
days old; and all are actively engaged in business, save the youngest, Herndon,
who is twenty-two years old. He is now a student at Vanderbilt University.
Carrie Gates, the girl, belongs to the faculty at Peabody College, and. teaches there.
Edward and Wilburn are both business men of the city. Only one of my last wife’s
children is married, the oldest boy, William Powell, who belongs to the U. S. Army.
He is a Captain in the 44th Infantry, and he now, with his wife, is at Schofield
Barracks near Honolulu, N. T.

All of my children live in Nashville, where I now live, except the one in
the Army, and a daughter in Hopkinsville, Ky. Both married daughters have
reared families,

I do not know at what age or where my grandfather’s mother died: whether
in the fort, or at the home of one of her sons. I would be glad to know, There is
no son or daughter of James Scobey living: there are only five grandchildren,
three women, and two men, and I am the only one bearing the name of Scobey.

I have given few dates, for I did not know them, I could only have made a
rough guess at best. But I will give you the dates of birth and death of some of
those I have mentioned. James Scobey born in North Carolina Feb. 24, 1777. Died in
my father’s home in Wilson County, Tenn. (where he and his wife had made
their home for a few years) Sept. 2, 1861. His wife Polly Berry Scobey died just
eight days after he died, both being 85 years old.

My mother, Sarah Caroline Sweatt was the daughter of Edward Sweatt born
in North Carolina, May 13, 1786, his wife, Mary Rash born Aug. 15, 1793. My
mother born Dee, 21, 1817. My stepmother Sarah Neal (Widow Branch) my
father's second wife born January 11,1818. She died June Tth, 1897. My mother
Sallie C. Scobey died Sept. 30, 1835.

My great grandfather, Sweatt was of English and Irish descent. My grandfather,
Edward Sweatt, was well educated and taught school both in North Carolina
and Wilson County, Tenn. He had represented the County of Yadkin in the Carolina
Legislature prior to his coming to Tennessee. He became a preacher after he had
been converted and bhaptized by Barton W. Stout. He was twice married. He reared
a large family of seven children by his first wife, and seven by the last wife. He
emigrated to Texas in 1852, and died in Ellis County, Jan. 12th, 1854,

—James E. Scobey.
October 28, 1920

MEMORANDA OF SOME OFTHE INCIDENTS IN THE LIFE OF
JAMES E. SCOBEY

As written by Him on January 31, 1921

Born January 3, 1834 and reared in Wilson County, Tenn., my mother having
died when I was only seventeen months old, my grandparents, James Scobey and
his wife,—took me to their home to care for me, which was well done, I could
not have fallen into better hands. For five years I was principally all the time
with them.

My father married the second time, then my father took me home to live. I
was sent to the free school, for a few weeks each year, but there was little progress
made, because the teachers were usually poorly prepared for their business. Up



to the time I was seventeen or eighteen years old my advancement educationally
quite meager. I had been taught to work on the farm; and had pulled the bellcord
over a mule's back and ploughed my row “with the balance of the negroes.” My
father owning a negro blacksmith, had a shop and carried on the business. When
1 was seventeen years old he gave me the choice of working on the farm or in
the shop. I chose the latter, and for about two years weilded the sledge hammer.
0ld Jim—the smith—and I made money for father.

In my nineteenth year, I said to my father, “Father, I would like to have a good
education.” He replied saying I should have the opportunity: and I could select
the school. I chose Franklin College near Nashville, which was under the presi-
dency of Tolbert Fanning, In February 1853, I entered college, and by studying
some two summer vacations, besides the entire sessions, I graduated July 4,
1855, with the degree of Bachelor of Arts.

After teaching three years the college conferred on me the degree of Master
of Arts. I also received in 1874, while president of Murfreeshoro Female Institute,
the degree of Master of Arts, conferred on me by Peabody College for distinguished
service as a teacher.

After my graduation in 1855 I began to teach in August the free school in
my father’s neighborhood. It-lasted three months, and I was paid $125.00. Early
in January 1856, a friend of my father’s traveling from Nashville to his home
six miles east of Lebanon, stopped at our house to spend the night. Learning I
had been to college, and had been teaching, said he had stopped especially to
see me. He said they needed a good school in his neighborhood: that they did
not want a free school; that if I would agree to take charge of the school, they
would go right to work and build a good comfortable room for the school: that he
himself had five children of school age, and he would guarantee me forty pupils.

I agreed to his propositions, and by the first of March 1856, the room was
ready and the pupils secured, and I began to teach. We named the school Union
Academy. In the summer of 1856, they built an additional room to accommodate
the increasing patronage. I taught there, having an assistant teacher, and generally
from 80 to 100 pupils 'till the fall of 1861; and from the school room January
1862 I went into the Confederate Army. (And that forms another chapter of my
life which I have written.)

After the war, having engaged very successfully in buying and selling all
kinds of live stock, I had a desire to enter upon my older work of teaching.
I was living at the place, and in the house which my grandfather, Edward Sweatt,
had built for his residence prior to his removal to Green Hill, a place he had pur-
chased, because of its elevation, fine freestone water and other things he thought
conducive to health.

In the rear of the dwelling house was a large log-house, which had been used
as a dormitory for slaves. 1 conceived the idea of converting it into a schoolroom.
I did so, and opened the school in March 1867. The patronage was generous, and
I had more pupils than I could well provide for in room or teaching. So I deter-
mined to build a good school room, and to make the school permanent,

During the summer of 1867 I built the room. I could now accommodate all
who would come. My dwelling was commodious; and by furnishing it fully,
I could take under my care about one dozen girls. I let it be known I would
take a few boarders. It was but a short time till aplications for board were
sufficient to fill the rooms. I then named the school Oakland Academy.

The session opened the first Monday in September with a largely increased
patronage. I converted the old building into a primary department, and the new
building I carried on as a High School, with a full course of academic work,
From that date forward to January 1872 the school prospered. Young men, from
various sections of the county, sought board in neighboring families and attended
school, I continued to have more applications for board than I had room. By
some means I learned that a large boarding school in Murfreesbhoro, Tenn.
could be aequired. I went there, saw the Principal, learned the terms upon
which he would transfer his position and interest to me. With some modifications
suggested by me, we agreed, and I was to take possession the 12th of January,
1872,

I continued the Oakland School up to the Thursday before I was to take
charge at Murfreeshoro the next Monday. So Friday I had all my furniture packed,
loaded in a car, and Saturday my wife and every boarder took train and landed
in Murfreeshoro the evening of the same day. The Monday moring succeeding
I began to teach in Murfreesboro.

For thirteen years I was President of Murfreesboro Female Institute. The
school, all the while, was well patronized. I was induced in 1884 to become con-
nected with South Kentucky College at Hopkinsville, Ky. I was Vice President
and had charge of the boarding department, as well as the Music Department,
for two years. The patronage was good. In 1887 I became the President,

In 1890 I resigned in consequence of not harmonizing my views with the
Board of Trustees. The difference did not arise with reference to school manage-
ment nor to school work, but because I would not agree to be a party supporting
instrumental music in the worship in the church and also the societies, and con-
ventions to which the church there had been committed since I had become
connected with the College.

The Trustees took property from me that had cost me $6000; and for which I
could have obtained $4500 in cash, provided the Trustees would elect O. A. Carr
to succeed me as President. But this they refused to do because he had written
a tract opposing the use of instrumental music in the worship. They said they
had a man at the head of the school opposed to the instrument, and they would
not have another. All the furniture and all the furnishings in the building I
had supplied. I could sell to no one, and was compelled to accept the Trustees’
proposition to give me $1700. It broke me flat, But I did not lose my self respect,
nor sacrifice my conscientious convictions of religious duty.

1 left Hopkinsville in June 1890. I opened a school at Pulaski in September
and taught ten months, my son, James, assisting me. We had a fine patronage,
and we made money. In '91 I moved to Franklin and taught several years, and
from there to Hillsboro, teaching there for some time. From there to Franklin,

~and in a short time to Maury County teaching a school at Andrews, east of

Columbia.

I then in January began a school in Columbia, renting a room from
Dr. Smith who owned the building Atheneum. After teaching there a month or
two, the Trustees of the city schools proposed I consolidate with them, and I did
and taught in the puplic school to the close of the session in June. But no more
public school teaching for me.

During the summer I made a contract with Miss Charlotte Henderson, Prin-
cipal of the May Long College, Mt. Pleasant, to teach. I was to have no pecuniary
or disciplinary responsibility in the school. All I had to do was to be in my



" recitation room at the proper time, hear and teach my classes, and when through
my day’s program depart in peace. I taught there for five years, and I can say
that I never pssed more pleasant days in teaching. And besides, the stipulated
salary was promptly paid at the end of each month.

And here I ended my career as a school teacher, having taught forty-seven
years of my life, ten months in the year.

I then moved back to Franklin in June, having purchased a small residence
of three rooms adjoining a lot of four acres we had purchased some ten years
before. The residence and the acres were both within the corporate limits
of the town. I soon made additions to the dwelling, enlarging it to seven rooms.
The curch at Franklin made me the offer to become its minister, and I accepted
and served them four years to the best of my ability.

I then accepted an offer of the St. Bernard Land and Development Company
whose headquarters were at Houston, Texas, to become a general agent for
the sale of their lands located in Brazoria Count on the St. Bernard River. I
remained in their service until the great European war destroyed all desire for
land investments, and desire to seek new homes by emigrating. It was a profitable
business and I did well. But in my travels going to Texas, and while there, I
seldom missed a Sunday I did not preach.

Since 1915 I have done no business, but have continued to preach, and for
the last ten years have missed only nine Sundays preaching. And though now
87 years old, I preach every Suunday, and will continue to do so, as long as
the Lord gives me health and strength.

In September 1915, having purchased a house and lot, No. 859 Bradford
Ave. in Nashville, Tenn., we moved to the place, where we now reside. We have
reared (my second wife and I) five children, one daughter and four sons to
womanhood and manhood, four of whom are still with us, and who give us much
comfort in our declining years. While my children (and I have ten living—
three daughters and seven sons), live, we, (neither myself nor my wife) have any
fear that we shall suffer either for the necessities of life or its comforts or its
pleasures. :

For the blessings we have enjoyed, and still enjoy, and for the hope we
entertain of eternal life, and pleasures evermore, we sincerely thank and praise
God, our kind and merciful Heavenly Father.

—J. E. Scobey

January 3l1st., 1921

MEMORANDA OF THE WAR RECORD
of JAMES E. SCOBEY.

As Written by Him on October 28, 1920

In the fall of 1861, I volunteered with a number of others from Wilson County
for the service in the Confederate Army. We all assembled and were transported
to Camp Trousdale to a training camp in Sumner County near the Kentucky
line. In the organization I was elected Captain, and with other companies formed the
55th Regiment of Tennessee Volunteers. McCoin was elected Colonel, Wiley
B. Reed, Lieutenant Colonel, and—Jones, Major. When the Federal troops were
moving on Fort Donelson, we marched to Nashville, and were stationed at
Fort Zollicoffer just below the city on the Cumberland River.

~ |

Fort Donelson fell into the hands of the Federals, and General Albert Sydney
Johnson ordered all troops south. I remember to have seen the fine suspension
bridge across the Cumberland in flames, as we marched through the city towards
Murfreesboro. From Murfreeshoro we liesurely continued our march through
Shelbyville, Fayetteville, Huntsville, Decatur to Corinth, Miss. where General
Johnston collected his army prior to his attack on Grant and his forces at Shiloh
battleground near the Tennessee River, where Grant's army was encamped.

Friday night we camped within hearing distance of the enemy's bands.
Saturday the line of battle was formed and General Johnston expected to begin the
attack, but General Polk’s division failed to reach the position assigned them
in the line, so we remained in line during the day and bivouaced at night sleeping
on our arms. Before sunrise we were marching on the enemy’s encampment.
They were thoroughly surprised, and confusedly fled, leaving their morning's
rations unconsumed. By noon we had driven them back upon the bank of the
river; and 3 P.M. we had captured Prentice’s whole brigade.

Soon General Johnston was killed and General Beauregard called a halt.
By next morning Grant's army had been reinforced by General Buell's, and the
Conlederates, against this reinforced army, now largely superior in numbers,
held their line 'till late in the afternoon, when we were ordered to fall back.
Later, orders came to return to camp at Corinth.

My regiment with another was detailed to guard Prentice’s brigade to the
rear: and we coralled them in an open field and stood around them the entire
night. During the night there were several thunderstorms and heavy rains fell.
We were all, both priseners and guard, thoroughly drenched, and sleep was
impossible. Prisoners were detailed under guard to bring in rails from the sur-
rounding fence to burn, and by morning few rails were left. At 9 A.M. the cavalry
took charge of the prisoners, and marched them away towards Corinth. We
were marched back to the line of battle and entered the fighting about 11 A M., and
did our part in the conflict till ordered to fall back by General Beauregard.

Arriving at our camp, I fell sick from the severe exposure to which I had
been subjected. I went to West Point, near which my wife had an uncle living,
and where my wife was staying. They took me to his home, and called a doctor.
I was a very sick man, but with medical attention and good nursing, after a month,
I was able to travel.

During the time of my sickness, the army was reorganized. My company
was consolidated with another, and I being away sick, was assigned to no duty,
but received a full discharge from the Confederate service by General Beauregard.
I left Corinth in company with my wife, going to Mobile, thence to Montgomery,
thence to Chattanooga, thence home.

I do not stop to tell of various incidents of our attempts to reach our home.
At one time, we unavoidably fell in and among the Federal troops in the Tennessee
Valley; but I managed to escape arrest after some detention.

After remaining at home for some time, growing stronger, I mounted a
horse, and in company with my father-in-law, Major J. S. Harris, drove out of
Middle Tennessee about 1200 head of cattle, down through Chattanooga to Car-
tersville, Ga. I received from Major Cummings, Chief Commissary, an appointment
as Assistant Commissary. I remained in Cartersville for more than a year, bought
all the cattle and feed I could in all of North Georgia, and shipped cattle regularly
to the army.

I was in Cartersville when the Battle of Murfreesboro was fought. Went
with Bragg’s forces as they marched into Kentucky, as far as the Red Boiling



Springs, where considerable flour was secured and shipped to the South. I was
a civilian agent, and was allowed to do all 1 eould for the collection of food for
the soldiers, without specific direction, or restraint. With the retreat of General
Hood after the Battle of Nashville, December 1864, I ceased to be with, or to
do more, as a commissary agent.

During the battle at Nashville, December 5th, I arrived at my father-in-law’s
home where my wife was, and that night she gave birth to our first living child.
I remained with her, instead of going back to and with the retreating army.

Being a civilian, in the spring following, I, like the great majority of civilians,
renewed my allegiance to the government of the United States. And I have this
to say, if it were all to be done over again, I would pursue the same course, I
have no regrets, nor have I any apologies to offer for the course I pursued during
the Civil War.

My origional discharge and appointment by Major Cummings are in the archives
of the Pension Bureau, Nashville, Tenn,

—James E. Scobey.

October 28, 1920

FORMER PUPILS PAY TRIBUTE TO VENERABLFE TEACHER
Feb. 11, 1921

In appreciation of a long life spent in beautiful service a number of the former
pupils of Prof. James E. Scobey gave him a “storm party” Friday evening at
his home on Bradford avenue. Pupils came from Murfreesboro, Lebanon, Franklin
and Hopkinsville, Ky., places where Prof. Scobey had taught.

Prof. and Mrs. Scobey were assisted in doing the honors of the occasin by their
children, Miss Carrie and Messrs. Edward and Wilburn Scobey, and Mrs. Jennie
Srygley. The house was prettily decorated with gift bouquets.

The interesting program was in charge of Miss Will Allen Dromgoole.

During the evening music was rendered by the youthful members of the
Valdes orchestra.

It was first planned to entertain with a banquet for Prof. Scobey, but the
pupils decided to give an envelope shower instead, the money intended for each
plate to be sealed in an envelope, on which was written a message to the venerable
teacher.

Mrs. Mary Webb Haggard read these which expressed much gratitude and
affection for the high ideals and influence of a life spent in the work of the
Master.

An eloguent response was made by Prof. Scobey, who spoke of his great love for
pupils and how their presence brought back pleasant memories of bygone days.

A poem, “Just for Tonight,” written especially for the occasion, was read by
the author, Miss Will Allen Dromgoole, and was an inspiration to ali present.

A pleasant feature of the evening was an old-fashioned “experience meeting,”
a number of guest-pupils relating interesting incidents of their school life. The
presence of the oldest pupil, Mrs. Kate Shipp, who has passed her seventy-fifth
birthday, added to the enjoyment of the event. She was one of her cousin’s first
pupils, and was a student in his school before the ecivil war. Mrs. Shipp resides with
her daughter, Mrs. T. C. McCampbell, on Ordway Place,

The youngest pupil, Mr. Herndon Scobey, was next introduced, and expressed
his appreciation of his father's life work.

Miss Dromgoole gave, by request, two of her clever Negro dialect readings,
entitled “George Washington's Birthday"” and “The "Possum Trap,” and as an encore
recited “The Doll's Funeral.”

Vocal selections were given by a quartet composed of Messrs. Edward,
Wilburn and Herndon Scobey and Douglas Srygley.

In conclusion, the guests gave Miss Dromgoole a rising vote of thanks for
her splendid work in arranging the affair,

During the social hour ices, carrying out the Valentine idea, were served
by Mrs. Fannie Lillard Hopper, assisted by the following young girls: Misses
Frances Hopper, Jean Srygley, Lucy and Dixie Owen.

The beloved honor guest of this delightful affair was born Jan. 2, 1834, on
the Lebanon road, seventeen miles east of Nashville. He was graduated from
Franklin College at the age of twenty-one, and began his career as an educator
at Cedar Hill academy. The following year, Prof. Scobey accepted as position
to teach at Union academy, remaining there until the outbreak of the civil war,
when he enlisted in the Confederate army at Camp Trousdale. He was appointed
captain of his company, which he led in the battle of Shiloh. This company formed
part of the Fifty-fifth Tennessee, volunteers under Col. McKoin and Lieut.-Col.
Wiley B. Reed.

After the war, Prof. Scobey organized a school near his home, taking a dozen
girls as boarders. He successfully conducted this enterprise for five vears.

In January, 1872, he hecame president of the Murfreesboro Female Institute,
occupying this position with marked success till 1884. Then Prof. Scobey accepted
the position of vice-president of South Kentucky College, the president at that
time being Maj. S. R. Crumbaugh, who resigned in two years, Prof. Scobey
succeeding him. After spending six years here, he moved to Pulaski teaching
in the school there one year, assisted by his son, Mr. James Scobey.

He then became associated with Prof. Patrick Campbell at Franklin academy,
Franklin, remaining at this institution of learning for four years, afterward
teaching for the same period at Hillshoro academy.

Prof. Scobey next taught for one year at Leftwich academy, Maury county,
and later a brief while in the public schools of Columbia.

Miss Charlotte Henderson, principal of Hay Long College, Mt. Pleasant,
offered him a position in the college, where he taught five vears. There, at
the age of seventy years, this prominent educator closed his work as a teacher,
having taught for forty-seven years and more.

Prof. Scobey has been the recipient of several well-deserved honors. Three
years after his graduation, the Franklin college bestowed on him the degree of
master of arts, and while president of the Murfreeshoro Female Institute, receivea
the same degree for distinguished school work from Peabody college, under the
presidency of Dr. Eben Stearns.

Prof. Scobey has been preaching in the Christian church for over fifty years,
as opportunity offered, and since his retirement from educational work, almost all
the time.

Prof. Scobey has been twice married, first to Miss Sarah Alice Harris,
daughter of Maj. James S. Harris of Wilson county, and after her death to Miss
Fannie P. Sowell, daughter of Col. and Mrs. J. W. Sowell of Columbia.



LAST RITES FOR ELDER SCOBEY TO BE HELD SUNDAY
Services to Be Held From Lawrence Avenue Church

Nashville Banner

The death of Evangelist James E. Scobey, which occurred Friday afternoon
at his home, 859 Bradford avenue, marks the passing of one of the distinguished
figures in the religious and educational life of Tennessee, a teacher and preacher
active and widely known more than half a century ago, one of the most prominent
ministers of the church of Christ and the patriarch, so far as is known, of all
the living Scobeys. On January 3 he would have been 90 years old.

The funeral will be held from the Lawrence Avenue Church of Christ Sunday
afternoon, conducted by Elders F. C. Sowell of Columbia and George R. Bethurum
of Nashville, followed by interment at Mt. Olivet cemetery. His six sons, James
B, John E. Robert H., James E., Jr.,, Joseph W., and Herndon S., will serve as
active pallbearers.

Was A Pioneer

Elder Scobey’s life and activities link back with that of many of the early
pioneers in the restoration movement of the Cambells, Barton W. Stone and
others, he having been closely associated for years with Tolbert Fanning, under
whom he was educated. He was in later years closely associated with such widely
known men as D, T. W. Brents, Dr. J. W. McGarvey, David Lipscomb, E. G. Sewell
and others. He was the father-in-law of the late F. D. Srygley, widely-known
minister and one time editor of the Gospel Advocate,

Elder Scobey was born January 3, 1834, in Wilson county. His father was
John Berry Scobey, member of a pioneer family for whom old Scobey Ferry,
south of Gallatin, now Bender's Ferry, was named. The progenitors of the
Scobey family emigrated from Ireland into the Colony of North Carolina prior to
the Revolution. His great grandfather joined the Colonial Army but never
returned.

Elder Scobey’s mother was Sarah Caroline Sweatt before her marriage, mem-
ber of a prominent North Carolina family of Irish and English descent. His
grandfather, Edward Sweatt, served in the Carolina legislature, and later became
a preacher after being converted and baptized by Barton W. Stone.

Elder Scobey graduated from old Franklin College, under the presidency of
Tolbert Fanning, in 1855, with the degree of Bachelor of Arts, and three years
later with the degree of Master of Arts. He commenced teaching in 1855 in old
Union Academy in Wilson county, which he founded, remaining there until 1861,
when he joined the Confederate army. Immediately after the war he resumed
teaching, and in 1872 was made president of the Murfreesboro Female Institute,
which place he held for thirteen years. In 1884 he became vice-president and
three years later the president of South Kentucky College at Hopkinsville. He
resigned in 1890 and taught thereafter successively at Pulaski, Franklin, Leiper's
Fork, later closing his career as a teacher in 1907 with Hay-Long College at Mt
Pleasant.

In 1874, while president of Murfreesboro Female Institute, Elder Scobey was
awarded the degree of Master s AFE by Peabody College for distinguished
service as an educator. He was prominent in other educational activities and
instrumental in founding Monteagle Summer Assembly,

Elder Scobey, since his active career as a teacher, continued to preach, filling
a pulpit somewhere every Sunday with the exception of less than a dozen
times, until recently., He served as chaplain at the 1919 session of the state legis-~
lature. He was honorary chaplain of the Forrest Scouts.

His War Record

In the fall of 1861 Elder Scobey volunteered in the Confederate army, and
was elected captain of his company, which served with the 55th Regiment of
Tennessee Volunteers. His company participated in the battle of Shiloh. While
being on sick leave his company was reorganized, and he received honorable
discharge from General Beauregard. He was later appointed assistant commissary
by Major Cummings at Cartersville, Ga.

Elder Scobey was twice married, first to Miss Sallie Alice Harris, daughter
of Maj. James S. Harris, There were seven childdren to this union, three sons and
two daughters surviving, They are: Mrs. Jennie Srygley of Nashville, Mrs. F. W,
Dabney of Hopkinsville, Ky.; James B., John E. and Robert Scobey, all of this ecity,

His second wife, to whom he was married in 1884, was Miss Fannie P. Sowell,
daughter of Col. W. 5. Sowell, of Maury county, Four sons and one daughter
survive. They are! Capt. William P. Scobey of the 2ist Infantry, Scofield Barracks,
I!Ijonolulu: James E., Joseph W., Herndon S. and Mrs. Z. P. Beachboard, all of
this city.

A half-sister, Mrs. Sallie Calyar, of Mt. Pleasant, Tex., also survives.



Prof. James Feeward Scobey

(Histney of the Seobey Family)

ADDENDA

I am indebled o Col, W 0 - ) Thevy C
the, (cliowing mele W P. Scobey (Ret'd) of Chevy Chuse, Md. for

I am not By verlain thot Papa s wformation a - g
the famlly is accurale. Nack In 1928 | made a l?:u;sr:‘:c .:?-.“tglf:ll:‘}frbeu}t'
Family and from researoh 1 arvived at the conchuicir thet the 'S:.'t.f:l-v‘"
ot "'Sccbeys" who came to Ameriea were from Scoticed, The name “Sco-
‘l:::'; l:f!mbcluym&-ul aad, »s Wilburn can 1estify, medy “Scobles® (& vart-

shill live N g 4 I
S mme’g: mnl.sflswm‘.&_ in Edinburgh and on ane of his irips there

I Hrsl becatne (itervstod in the research praject in 1928 when 1 dis-
vovered the War Department wa: custodlan of the Cunfederate records
11 the cousme of my resedrch 1 learncd that the War Department also was
oustodils of such Revolutionary records gs wers In existance, In searching
::;t;l::: the Revolutionary records T found  three “Scobey" entiics, as
. “James Scobey (note It was interesting to see that the neme wes epelled
&Nb!:'.rl—-- Elias Daylon's New Jersev Battallon Erlicled Capt, Antheny
Sharp's Company, Miy 13, 1776, Reduced to rank Jun. 1, 1777, Sent to
Albe1y sick Fob, 23, 1777."

“Jamey Seobey, 2nd LI 3d N.I., Capt. Ellas Daytoc's Company. Pvt
Cept. Samuel ¥lannigan's Company (Nole: this remaik ls ot \-ariari-.-é wi-.ﬁ
the fivel stalement apd appears erlgmntle,) Appointed Ena gn May 1, 1777
{("Thls could mean that he was cypointed Ensiga aftor hoving beos si'lrh. in
Albany) 2d Lt Nov.1,1777 Resigned Dec. 15, 1717, N

Tnen there was (his enlgmatic record: “Jhnes Soobey, Eus'gn, Vieginia
ate 31 'i'nlf.(‘n prisorep Sepl. 10, 1780, in Pennsylvas.a. Pylsoner o i war |':
Idland of Orlesns «ad sen! from Quiebeck for exchange Ol 1722 Gv s0a
ta New York " ’

Etl] wnolher entry- "John Sceobey, Spencer's Cong Jental Reglment, Ser-
geant In Col. Oliver Spencer's Remimeni, New Jerzey.  Benlumin W:‘.‘-sih-
by's Co. was at Valley Forge Marcly 1778 Died Oet 17, 1578,

Fram thete records i appears: thal there were at least two "Seobeyy'
In the Revolutionery Way, voth of whom coming from New Jeosey, lhnl.lfx.’]
there §s cemething enigmatic about the “James Scobey, Ensziga " rom Vir-
ginls, Hewever, T concluded thal the New Jersey Jagnes Seébey rsust have
been with the Contibental Army in Virginla a! the time the ricord was made,
(Possibly he met & Virginia girl while serving inp that state | 14 following
the war wen! back there sad married her and ther wont to North Curolira.

Following the search of the War Deparumeny vecord [ diszovired there
wae i "Scobeyville” in New Jersey on the Shrewsbury River, not far frém
Long Branch. I then wrote a letter to the Sceretary of State of New Jersoy
asking him for any records of the “Scaliey” immigriation to New Jersey.
I rectived the following regly from him, i

"Replving to yours of the 27ih Inst (1928) roliative tg Lie Featsey femilly,
there ceems Hitle to be supplled The eartlost that [ fir 1 &re roc -r{.‘s in the
ammes of Alexanaer 1722, and Willam. 188 botlh of Migdlesex County
Thers 18 & rmall settlen ent In Monmauth Ceunty braring the nome of
Scobeyville, which undoubtedty, has taken i1s pame from the Secovey faiuiv *

FAMILY OF PROF. JAMES E. SCOBEY

——

Sarah Alice Harris
Wife. Born May 7, 1843. Died Aug. 29, 188].

Fannie P, Sowell .
Wife. Born Oct. 6, 1857. Died June, 1940.

Children of Jas. E. Scobey and Sarah Alice Harris

Sarah Jane Scobey. Born Dec. 5, 1865, Died Sept 9, 1924,
Married Fletcher D. Srygley, Dec. 26, 1888.

Mary Augusta Scobey. Born Sept. 18, 1867, Living.
Married Frank W. Dabney, Aug. 18, 1886.

James Berry Scobey. Born May 25, 1872, Died Oct. 7, 1954.
Married Mattie T. Braeshear, Dec. 27, 1897.

John Edward Scobey. Born June 25, 1874. Living.
Married Annie Sue Moss, Oct. 28, 1903.

Alice Scobey. Born Sept. 18, 1876. Died Nov. 7, 1909,

Robert Harris Scobey. Born Jan, 13, 1879. Died March 11, 1938.
Married Etta May Farrar, Feb, 25, 1920.

Children of Jas. E. Scobey and Fannie P, Sowell

William Powell Scobey. Born Dec. 5, 1886, Living:
Married Vivian H. Darter, Sept. 11, 1916,

Carrie Gates Scobey. Born May 24, 1885. Died Sept. 12, 1924,
Married Z. P. Beachboard, June 21, 1893,

James Edward Scobey, Jr. Born July 2, 1890. Living.
Married Ada Mildred Womack, Sept. 28, 1921.

Joseph Wilburn Scobey. Born Nov. 1, 1895. Living.
Married Joe Elizabeth Thompson, March 3, 1923.

Herndon Sowell Scobey. Born June 16, 1898. Living.
Married Mildred Cisco, Feb., 1936.
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(History of the Scobey Family)

in an etfort further o trace the geneclogy of the “Scobey” family and
leurn from whence they came, | rvesenrched to Cungressional Ulbrecy, 1
discavered the followlag entry page 1208, Fox-Davies Amorial Families:

“Johp Heobie, Bequire, DL, JP. (1 don’t know what these Initlale meca.)
of Keodnle, Sutherland " and

"Jamen Bcoble, Gentlemsn, b——— Res Keodrle, Durness, Lairg
County, Sutherland.”

Incidentally, Falrbank's Book of Crests, shows Llhe "“Scobie” crest to
be a dagger held upright in a closed [st,

Back in 1028, when Vivian and | were spending 8 month on the North
Jersey coast 1 dizcovered n "Dr. Frederick Scobey.” (Note the ‘Dentist
spulling) a dentise lived in Long Brench. He could give little information
excepl that his people had “always”™ lived In New Jersey and a widowed
Seobey aunt had had a farm at Scobeyville. He wanted me to meet his fo-
thet, then in his 708 ar Bos T did and hig resemblinee o papr was strikiag,
An | looked at him I could not help but think that he and papa camp from
the same family treo

Papa must be correct about the Scobey widow and her son emigrating
from North Caroling to Tennessce, but could it not be that one of the
Scobey men emigrated from New Jersey lo Virginia ead then 1o North
Curolina ¥ Possibly this Scobey married an Irlsh girl and that Is where
the Irlsh eomes In. 1 have beon unable to find snywhers where "Scobey
or Scobie” 18 an Irish name or that any Scobles live there now.

Alter reviewing all «f the record, I am Inclined lo the opinlon that
the male side of the Scobey family come from the immigranis frim Scot-
land, who settled in New Jersey, Since the only information my father
hi 4 wes handed down from the widow Scobey who settled u Fr Bledsos,
it was more llkely the history of her side of the (umily than thal of ber
hushand, of which she perhaps knew Hitle

John £ Scabey

June 6. 195);
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1012 Gare Lane

This Book is more or lass a story of my life, I have
assanbled it from mementoes that my mether aw I had collected
gver the yesrs, 1 hope that it gives sume pléasure to my lill-
dren and grandehildren and that bhey will appreciate the great
heritags that they have.

I have had many experienceés bLut T have always tried to
live ons day at the time and know that the Lord would provide.

Ny children and now mny grandohildren have been the greatest
joy of my 1ife &nd ] have always veen proud of each and everyon2
of them. 7T hops that thay enjoy this book as much as T have
enjoyed making It.

Y have written 1% in the first person for J have lived it
over as T pasted, I may have some of th= dates wrong lor every
it of it has been' made from memory as we had very few written
dates on any of the sementoes so please overlook any srrors in

the chronology.

september 15,1969 % S ' S 'Bv‘ﬂ-w-‘



YESTERDAYme TODAY=-=TOMORROW

There are two days in the week about which we should not
worry; two days which should be kept free from worry, fear
and apperhension,

One of these days is YESTERDAY with its mistakes and cares,
its faults and blunders, its aches and pains, Yesterday has
passed forever beyond our control.

A1l the money in the world cannot bring back yesterday,

We cannot undo a single act we preformed; we cannot erase &
single word we said. Yesterday is forever gone.

The other day we should not worry about is TOMORROW with its
possible adversaries, its burdens, its large promise and poor
performance, Tomorrow is beyond our immediate control,

Tomorrow's sun will rise, either in splender or behind a
mask of clouds == but it will rise, Until it does. we have o
stake in tomorrow, for it is yet unborn.,

This leaves us only one day--- TODAY, Any man can fight the
battles of just one day, It is only when you and I add the tur-
dens of the these two awful eternities--- YESTERDAY AND TOMQ-
RROW-~- that we break down.

It is not the experience of TODAY that drives men mad---
it is remorse or bitterness for something which happened jes-
terday and the dread of what tomorrow will bring.

iFORE, LIVE OUT ONE DAY AT A TIME}




Mrs. Ben C. SmiELDs
1012 GaLe Lane
NasuviLLE, TENNESSEE

My father died August 2,1900, und 7 was five years old on pAugust
27,1900, Since T was so young T do not remember much sbout him
except what T have read in his writings and from the family
fokelore which has been handed down,

Although he was only forty-four years old when he died he had written
four books.

Tarimore and His Boys

Seventy Years in Dixie

Riographies and Semmons

Letters and Sermons of T.B.larimore, Vol.I

This book came off the press Just a short fime before his death.

Tn fact the first page of the (jospel Advocate which came oub Lhe day
he died, and of A he ‘was the editor, had letters commending the
book which he had entered in the paprer belore he died. After his
death, his brother ¥. B. Srygley, gatherec some of his editoriuls
from the gospel idvocate and published the Wew Testament Church.

uis father, James H. Srygley, came from England and settled in
vorthern Alabama &t Rock Creek, where he lived for about forty
years, He marriad Sara Jane: Coates &t a very early age and they
had nine children, four girls and five boys. Tt has always been
interesting to me that a1l five bLoys had pames beginning with the
ldtter n@; - Felix, Fernando, Fletcher, ¥ilo and Floyd.

His parents were poor bubt honest and when he [(irst warriad, his
father hired out to landwwners to make a living for his family.

Tn one of his books my father tells how his father worked about pwenty
miles from his log home in the mountains &nd would walk to his

work of rail splitting and work all weéek and on Saturday night would
walk ‘home and work all day Sunday getting up wood and provisions for
his wife and two babies, then that night walk back to his work at day
break on Monday morning. Wis father was the first Superintendent of
Schools in Colbert County Alabama.

My father was edugated at Mars Hill, the school of T. B. Larimore,
at Mars Hill pglabama. Weé and Rrother Tarimore were devoted friends
until his death, :

While at Mars #ill he married Ella E. Parkhill, who was also &
student, in 1878, "™hiy had two daughters, Mamie, who died in
infancy,and Jeffid Péra, now Mrs W. ¢. Skinner, who still 1ives in
washville and was B¥ rears on March 1,196%.













Fletcher Douglas Srygley
and

Jermie Scobey were
married pec. 26,1888
at Hopkinsville, KYe




This is ths home where nama and papa spent most of their
married life. papa and pncle ¥ilo bought houses next door to
gach other right in the heart of Donelson., The theatre stands
in the corner »f what was our front yard now.

Tn the summer when papa was home from pr=aching he spent a

lot of time on ‘the front porch. lincle rFilo and Aunt Mary

had six children at that time and Jeffie always spent the-sum -
mers thare so we always had a yard full of children. Jeffie
spent the winters with her grandmother, Mrs Parkhill in
payfield, Kentucky, with whom she had lived since her mother
died when she was a baby. She was eight years cld wh:n papa
and mama married,

papa was gone a good part of the time preaching and we had
an old colored waman, Aunt Candace, who did the cooking and
helped mama with the children as long as papa lived.

Jeffie was eighteen ysars old when papa died and she marriad
soon after his death., We lived on in this house for a wiile
but the children were getting ready for school, the boys were
already driving back and forth to Nashville to school with
Uincle Filots older children.

Mama's brother John Scobey was living in Nashville working
and offered to live with us so we moved to Nashville. I
don't remember the date but we lived on HWolly Street in
East Nashville.




F. D. Srygley

F. D. Srygley: "And the Old Guard"

The name of F. D. Srygley will last as long as interest remains in the activities of David
Lipscomb and his co-workers of two and more generations ago. Srygley's life is
inseparable from the GosPEL ADVOCATE, Christian education, and the churches of Christ in
the later Restoration Movement.

F. D. Srygley was the last to join Lipscomb, Sewell, and McQuiddy on the GOSPEL
ADVOCATE. They were referred to as the Old Guard and their passings were especially noted
in the AbvocATE. The contributions of David Lipscomb, E. G. Sewell, and J. C. McQuiddy to
church history is much clearer than Srygley's, but he was not the least among them.

Srygley was born December 22, 1856, at Rock Creek, Alabama. His father, James H.
Srygley was a poor hard-working farmer. His mother, Sarah Srygley, who was the
daughter of a Presbyterian preacher, was deeply religious and devoted to her family.
They were the parents of nine children.

Rock Creek was located in the rough mountain region of North Alabama. F. D.
Srygley grew up in Rock Creek receiving the little education that such harsh
frontier communities offered. F. D. had four brothers whose names were initials-F.
W., F. B., F. G., and F. L. They were of course curious questions raised. To the
inquisitive, F. D. Srygley wrote in 1880 -"Those who are curious to know why all of


http://www.therestorationmovement.com/lipscomb,david.htm
http://www.therestorationmovement.com/sewell,eg.htm
http://www.therestorationmovement.com/mcquiddy,jc.htm

our names commence with an "F" may write to our dear mother who lives at Rock
Creek, Alabama enclosing stamp to pay return postage.” There is no record that
anyone wrote.

Few travelers from the outside world came to Rock Creek. Occasionally an
itinerant preacher came in. T. B. Larimore preached at Rock Creek in a log cabin
church house when Srygley was just a boy and described at Srygley's passing his
impressions"a bright little, black-eyed, bareheaded, barefooted boy; perfect
picture of health . . . faultless in form and feature, he stood silent, motionless, and
erect.” Srygley was baptized when he had just turned eighteen.

The story of F. D. Srygley actually begins when he enrolled in the school of T.
B. Larimore which was located in Mars Hill, Alabama. The school was established
by T. B. Larimore in 1871, and was widely patronized by the brethren throughout
the South until Larimore closed it down to give his full time to evangelism. Young
Srygley was a bright student and made excellent progress. J. C. McQuiddy, still in
his teens, met Srygley at Mars Hill, and they became life-long friends. Srygley had
just reached twentyone at that time. McQuiddy and Srygley loved, and honored T.
B. Larimore in the same fashion that Timothy revered the Apostle Paul.

F. D. Srygley was first married December 15, 1878, to Ella Parkhill of Mars Hill,
Alabama. The wedding ceremony was performed by T. B. Larimore for Srygley and his
sixteen-year old bride. Two children were born to them-Mamie and Jeffie. Mamie died at
a tender age and her mother followed her to the grave not many months later. Jeffie is
still living in Nashville.

Srygley was married a second time on December 26, 1888, to Jennie Scobey. He was
a semi-invalid at the time and slowly dying of Bright's Disease. She was a faithful
companion and the tender care she gave her husband no doubt prolonged his life.

Srygley will be remembered as one of David Lipscomb's associate editors of the
ADVOCATE and the author of good books. But F. D. Srygley's indecisive stand on the
"missionary society” issue until near the end of his life serves to point up the soul
searching that finally led to a clean break away from the forces of "digressive liberalism"
in that day.

Srygley first met David Lipscomb head-on in 1881 in a series of articles on the
advisability of the "missionary society” as a method for carrying the gospel into virgin
fields. His thinking was similar to that of Alexander Campbell, Moses E. Lard, and Walter
Scott. Lipscomb studied Srygley's comments and added his own that "no man could write
with profit on a subject that he so little understood.” However, Lipscomb answered
Srygley's articles lest he labor with the delusion that Lipscomb found his position
unanswerable.

David Lipscomb well remembered when he himself "halted between two opinions" and
actively participated in the Tennessee society before the Civil War. Srygley felt keenly the


http://www.therestorationmovement.com/larimore,tb.htm
http://www.therestorationmovement.com/cmbla.htm
http://www.therestorationmovement.com/melard.htm
http://www.therestorationmovement.com/scott,walter.htm
http://www.therestorationmovement.com/scott,walter.htm

brunt of Lipscomb pen and went off "to lick his wounds." The generous David Lipscomb
who bore no ill will toward any man left the door open for Srygley's return.

When Srygley turned away from the cospeL ADVOCATE he supported the O/d Path Guide,
a religious paper owned and edited by F. G. Allen, for about five years. When Russell
Errett of the Christian Standard took over the paper and moved its editorial policy into
the main stream of "digressive liberalism," Srygley was visibly moved and began his turn
away from the unscriptural practices of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

In 1889 F. D. Srygley and his wife came to Nashville with his completed manuscript of
Larimore And His Boys. While visiting with J. C. McQuiddy in the Advocate office,
McQuiddy told Srygley that the Gospel Advocate Company was anxious to publish the
manuscript

McQuiddy wanted to bring his friend in on the cospEL AapvocaTe staff, and he was
confident that Srygley could work with the indomitable David Lipscomb who laid down
one "ground rule" for apvocaTe writers that they could write on any subject that came
from the Bible.

Srygley was still far from convinced that the missionary society was an unscriptural
device. However, Lipscomb brought Srygley in in 1891 as the front-page editor of the
GOSPEL ADVOCATE. David Lipscomb was a wise judge of men and their hearts, and he was
confident that the pendulum of Srygley's thinking was moving in the right direction.

There is no doubt that T. B. Larimore's hesitancy in taking a firm stand against the
"society" influenced "his boys." This great saint of the church simply believed that the
issue should not be made explosive and divisive. J. C. McQuiddy for awhile also shared
the view.

A good insight into David Lipscomb's patience with his young associates grew out of
some secrets talks that Russell Errett of the Christian Standard had with McQuiddy and
Srygley about consolidating the Apostolic Guide and the cospeL AbvocaTte. When the matter
came to light, Lipscomb observed that "any harm the boys had done was simply because
Errett had taken advantage of them."

F. D. Srygley lived only forty-four years. In the later years of his life, he spent a great
deal of his time evangelizing in destitute fields. McQuiddy said -"In those years he did far
more of this work than any man known to me." Srygley was not a great preacher in the
sense that James A. Harding and E. A. Elam were, but his power in the pulpit ranked
with the best preachers of the time.

His contemporaries regarded Srygley as a gifted writer. His fine use of humour in his
writings led one of his contemporaries to describe him as the "Mark Twain of the
Restoration Movement." Srygley's Seventy Years In Dixie was written in the style of the
humourists of the Old Southwest. The work is based upon the experiences of T. W.
Caskey and has since remained one of the best "all-time sellers” on the Gospel Advocate
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Company list of publications.

Srygley wrote two other books-Biographies and Sermons, and Letters and Sermons of
7. B. Larimore. All four are good books and hold irreplaceable positions in Restoration
literature.

F. D. Srygley was a clear and forceful writer. He wrote with ease and enjoyed his task.
No writer on the apbvocate staff wrote with greater force and clarity in the defense of New
Testament Christianity. His "moving pen" was never stilled; and before his last editorial
was printed, Srygley lay in his grave.

Along toward the end of his life, the rumour was being circulated that he would inherit
the "mantle" of the aging David Lipscomb. Srygley humorously assured his readers that
the doctors had doomed him to a premature grave while Lipscomb was in vigorous
health-"1 think | can “rustle' around and keep a mantle of my own as long as | live, and
the way David Lipscomb is tearing around, | am inclined to think his mantle will be pretty
well ripped up by the time he is done with it."

F. D. Srygley died fifty minutes after midnight at his home in Donelson, Tennessee on
August 1, 1900. The end came after a lingering illness of two, months. He requested that
no mention be made of his illness in the apvocate and his passing came with shocking
sadness to the readers of the paper when J. C. McQuiddy wrote the announcement. He
was survived by six children. T. B. Larimore preached his funeral and F. D. Srygley was
buried in Mount Olivet in Nashville, Tennessee.

- J.E. Choate - —Gospel Advocate, Vol. CVIII, No. 29, July 21, 1966 - pages 455, 456
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F.D. Srygley

GOSPEL ADVOCATE, Vol. XLI1, No. 35 (August 30,
1900), 5450 7

[Discourse delivered by T. B. Larimore at the burial
of his lifelong friend, benefactor, and biographer, F.
D. Srygley, on August 3, 1900, and reported by Miss
Emma Page, of Nashville, Tenn.]

The opening song was, What a Friend We Have in
Jesus, followed by prayer by Brother Larimore, and
the song, Friends Who Have Loved Us Are Slipping
Away; after the sermon the congregation sung, Some
Sweet Day. After readingll from Brother Srygleys
own well-worn copy of the Bible, his constant
companion for yearsll Job. 14: 1,2; Ps. 23; Rev.
22:14, Brother Larimore said:

When Stonewall Jackson fell, Lee, immortal hero of
the lost cause, said: I have lost my right arm. Some
of usll 1 am onell lost infinitely more than that when
F. D. Srygley fell; and the cause that can never be
lost, lost much more when out dear brother ceased to
write, to talk, to breathe, than the lost cause lost
when Stonewall Jackson said, Let us pass over the
river and rest in the shade of the trees, and silently
passed to the eternal shore. His life was brief, but
eventful and important: his life and labors were such
that all the ravages and revolutions of time can never
erase the impressions he made. The present
generation may never properly appreciate him, but
generations yet unborn shall know his worth and
speak his praises. Such is the history of men who
have towered above their fellows. A costly
monument marks the place where Burns, the peerless
bard of Scotland, died in poverty and want, neglected
and despised. Americas own Washington, known the
wide world over and almost worshiped now, was
shamefully slandered, bitterly reviled, and
relentlessly persecuted, while living as sublimely
patriotic and unselfish a life as sage or statesman
hath ever lived; and some poetic scribe hath said,



Seven cities strive for Homer dead, Where living
Homer begged his daily bread,

history teaching that each of those seven cities
claimed the honor of being the birthplace of the
blind, beggar-poet. The heartrending history of the
human race is replete with such lessons as these. Few
are the flowers, filled with the fragrance of love, we
give to the living; many, bedewed with the tears of
regret, we give to the dead. Yea, the hand that
crushes the living sometimes crowns the dead.

Our beloved friend and brother, Fletcher Douglas
Srygley, was born in the hill country of North
Alabama on December 22, 1856. In August, 1874, he
was born into the church, the family of God, the
household of faith, the fold of Christ.

Believing the Bible with all his heart; perfectly
satisfied with the word, the will and the way of the
Lord; hence deeming it his duty, as it was his desire,
to be a Christianll only this, and nothing morel he
never joined anything, never belonged to any
denomination. He was simply a Christian. It was joy
to him to earnestly contend for the faith which was
once delivered unto the saintsl pure, unadulterated,
undenominational Christianity.

His not becoming a Christian when he was a little
boy, instead of when he was almost a man, was a
natural result of a marvelous causel a cause that
should have never existed. The impression prevailed
in that community then that children should not be
encouraged to enlist in the army of the Lord.
Possibly that same pernicious opinion prevails in
some communities now. Why, no mortal may ever
by able to explain. Satan may strive and smile to
have and see it so, but Heaven hath never willed it.
The will of Heaven should be done.

Some of the sublimest of the sublime servants of the
Lord were lambs in the fold of the divine Shepherd
of souls in childhoods happy days. If my information
on the subject be correct, Jesse Sewell obeyed the
gospel when he was only nine years old Isaac Errett,
when only ten years old; and David



Lipscombl known and loved, respected and revered,
as a veteran of the cross who would die for his
convictions any dayl when he was only eleven years
old. Neither reason, revelation, history, observation,
nor experience justifies the thought that children
should not be encouraged to obey the Lord.

At Mars Hill, Ala., on December 22, 18780 his
twenty-second birthdayl our beloved brother was
married to Miss Ella Parkhill, a sweet, Christian girl,
scarcely sixteen years old, who made him a good,
faithful, helpful, happy wife.

At Hopkinsville, Ky., on December 26, 1888, he was
married to Miss Jennie Scobey, who did her duty as
a faithful, Christian wife, so lovingly, so tenderly, so
wisely, and so well that his brother Filo, was
constrained to say to me, a few moments ago: He
was an invalid and had been for years when she
married him, and I verily believe she added ten years
to his life. He never enjoyed perfect health.

More than thirty years ago | went from Nashville,
Tenn.l my native Statell to Alabama, to Rock Creek,
to the new historic Rock Creek Meetinghouse. My
mission was to preach the word. The church there
then numbered seven souls. As, the first time, |
approached the door of that old log cabin
meetinghousell a penniless stranger in a strange
landl | saw, standing about thirty feet away, to the
right and front of me, twenty feet from the door |
was approaching, a bright, little black-eyed,
bareheaded, barefooted boy; a picture of health,
happiness, peace, and contentment; perfectly
beautifull to mell then as, on memorys page, now.
His cheeks were rosy; his eyes were black. Faultless
in form and feature, he stood silent, motionless, and
erect.

He was standing there to see the preacher as he
passed, probably not caring to ever be nearer him
than then. Instinctively I turned toward him, went to
him, took his little right hand into mine, put my left
arm around him, said something | deemed
appropriate to him, and led him into the house. From
that day to the day when, in the delirium of death, he,



suddenly recognizing me, enthusiastically grasped
me by both hands and thrilled my soul with an
expression I can never forget, he was my devoted
friend.

The body of that faithful friend, than whom no
human friend was ever truer, lies, in the silence and
stillness of death, before us.

Notwithstanding he was my bosom friend, having
and holding my confidence, love, and esteem nearly
a third of a century; my constant correspondent a
quarter of a century; and, with jealous care, kept
watch and ward over me, even as a brave, true
husband shields and shelters the wife that he loves,
as a fond and faithful mother cares for the babe that
she bears, four and twenty years at least, if not,
indeed, thirty; he lacked four months and twenty
days of being forty-four years old when he want
away, closing his eventful career on earth about fifty
minutes after midnight, on August 1, 19000 morning
of August 2, 19000 a date long to be remembered in
sorrow and sadness by those who know him and
therefore loved him.

As a child, he was always submissive, obedient,
cheerful, hopeful, helpful, happy, and kind. His
loving, unselfish devotion to his mother was simply
sublime. Where she went, he was glad to go; where
she was, he was glad to be; what she did, he was glad
to do. He, though never very vigorous, deemed it not
a burden, but a blessing, to make a full hand in the
field, cultivating crops, and, while others rested, help
his mother card and spin, wash dishes and

cookll work with her, from parlor to pantry,
anywhere and everywhere she went and worked. He
simply bore, gladly and lovingly, as much of his
mothers burden as it was possible for him to bear.
Blessed be the boy who bravely bears his mothers
burdens, and so fulfills the law of love.

As a husband, he was what every husband ought to
try to be. O. S. Fowler, prince of phrenologists, says,
in a chart furnished him long, long ago: You will
make as good a husband as any man. Those who
knew our brother best and loved him most believe



the peerless phrenologist tells ympathy and succor,
instead of censure and scolding.

Once, a few months ago, when he and | were sitting
on his front porch, about sunset, we heard of his little
boys crying. He asked to be excused, left the porch;
returned, after a few moments, with the little fellow
in his arms; resumed his seat, and said to the child:
Long ago, in the country called Egypt, lived and
reigned a wicked king, called Pharaoh, whom
commanded his soldiers and servants to kill all the
little Hebrew baby boys born in his kingdom. The
Hebrews were his slaves. One Hebrew mother, who
loved her baby, as your mother loves you, put him
into a little basket, etc. Thus he told the story of
Moses, while the listening child forgot his troubles
and his tears.

His wife tells me that he, when at home, always
prepared the boys for bed, immediately after supper,
while she prepared the girls. Then, every member of
the family being present, he related some humorous,
pathetic, or otherwise interesting story in such a
manner as to make it entertaining and instructive to
the little ones, as well as to his wife; then they read
two or three times as many verses of scripture as
there were souls in their little circlel each one who
could read, reading; and father or mother reading for
each one who could not read, it being thus
understood that even baby read as many verses as
papa read.

The reading over and comments finished, the entire
circle knelt, the baby in its mothers arms excepted,
while a fervent prayer went up from that happy home
to God; then the children were put to bed, and father
and mother talked and worked till nearly noon of
night. If you think such a life is not above reproach
and adverse criticism, please ask yourself the
question: How much better is the life that | am
living?

He was never haughty, proud, or boastful. I never
heard him boast of anything. The nearest approach to
boasting I ever knew him to make was when
speaking of his last book, and he was too sad for



anything he said to ever savor of boasting then.

When his work on that book was nearly completed,
he said: It will be the best book in the world. After
the publishers had sent him a neatly bound copy,
only a few days before his death, he said, | may be
mistaken, of course, but I honestly believe, the Bible
excepted, it is the best book I have ever seen.

While this may seem to sound a little like boasting,
those who knew him, heard him, and saw him when,
almost in the shadow of death, which he knew was at
hand, he said these things, knowl absolutely

knowl the spirit of boasting was not there. Fletcher
Srygley never boasted.

Long ago he said to me: | am going to write me a
book some time. Many a time did | menhat all Gods
children should be one, should be Christians] only
this, and nothing morell and that all Christians
should love one another with a pure heart fervently.

All these thingsl the law of induction into the
kingdom of Christ, the law of the Christian lifel and
many other things of thrilling importancell creation,
redemption, and salvationl were to be woven into
that book, his book, the wonderful book that he
never wrote, the book that can never be written.

Thinking of that thrilling love story, that none can
ever tell or read or write or know, reminds me of
what those who knew him and loved him know: a
pure river of truest, tenderest, sweetest, sincerest
love flowed through his sympathetic heart.

This love and sympathy sometimes led him to do
things that cold-blooded stony-hearted men might
consider even cranky; but he was never a crank.

To him and Ella were born two sweet little

girlsi Mamie and Jeffie. Before Jeffie was born,
Mamie was taken from the cradle to the grave; was
buried at Mars Hill, Ala., where the little family then
lived.

Ella, the bereaved child mother, was inconsolable.



Sighing and sobbing as if her aching heart would
break, she said: O, if | had only kept one sweet little
curll one of the curls | loved so well and have so
often kissedll how precious it would be to me now!
But my baby is gonel all gonell and how can | live
without her?

The sun was sinking in the west, the day on which
little Mamie was buried was nearly gone, when the
thoughts of that sweet curl gave birth to that
heartrending wail of woe. The Mars Hill school and
community were a family filled with sympathy,
confidence, and love thenl all glad to bear one
anothers burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.

Brother Srygley, his own heart bleeding and almost
breaking, in strictest confidence submitted a strange
suggestion to some of us. The mere suggestion was
all sufficient. The sun set, the moon rose, the stars
appeared, midnight came. The bereaved, childless
mother slept. The stillness of death reigned supreme
over the community. Little Mamies grave was
emptied; her little white coffin was opened. The
sweetest curl that kissed her marble brow was
clippedl a precious, tiny treasure for which the
mother sighed. The coffin was closed and gently
lowered into the grave; the grave was filled. At the
proper time and in the proper way the curl was given
to the mourning, moaning mother; but she never
knew the story | have just revealed.

Early in this yearll a few weeks before his deathll he
went to Coal Hill, Ark., the home of his father and
mother after their removal from their dear old Rock
Creek, Ala., home. There, in the room to which he
took his beautiful bride immediately after his second
marriage, which was their home during the first year
of their married life, and in which he kissed his
mother good-by the last time he ever saw her, he
wrote his wife the sweetest, and me the saddest,
letter he ever wrote. To me he wrote: | cannot stay
here long; it is too sad.

That was his last missionary tour. He tried to preach
at Marianna, Ark., but Dr. Robinson and others,
knowing he was in a dying condition, sent him



home.

At home, immediately after this return, he wrote me:
The doctors sent me home from Arkansasl sick.
They say | must not try to preach. | cannot meet you
in Murfreesboro on June 30, as | had hoped. We will
be glad to have you in our home whenever you can
come.

He preached from the pulpit as long as he

couldl longer than physicians deemed proper, longer
than prudence would permit. Through the press he
preached as long as he lived. In our hearts and in he
shall continue to live. Through the press he continues
to preach. His influence may preach forever.

Solomon (Prov. 17:17) says, A friend loveth at all
times; and (Prov. 27:6), Faithful are the wounds of a
friend. Neither Damon nor Pythias, David nor
Jonathan, was ever a truer friend than F. D. Srygley.
I know whereof | speak when I speak of his fidelity,
friendship and love. He was my friend, faithful and
true, almost as long as the Man of sorrowsll the Man
divine, the friend of sinners, the Savior of

soulsll lived, loved, and labored; suffered, sorrowed,
and sighed, in this vain world of sickness, sorrow,
pain, and death. In prosperity, in adversity; at home
and abroad; in sickness, in health; anywhere,
everywhere, at all times and under all circumstances
his friendship was truly sublime.

He was too wise and he knew me too well to deem
me perfect, of course; but he was not willing for man
to mention my imperfections. He frequently said to
confidential friends: Il criticism him when he needs
it, if I want to; but no other man shall do it.

Not that he loved life less, but that he loved me
more, he would have died any day to shield and save
me.

Shall I revere his memory and try to shield and save
and bless loved ones he has left in loneliness to
lament their loss? If | am a man.

May the Lord love and lead, succor and shield,



abundantly bless, and eternally save them alll give
them at last an eternity of bliss with their loved one,
not lost, but gone before.

He was sublimely unselfish. When he was preparing
his last book, for the press, called me to the
telephonewas justly mine.

Those who knew him know there was no affectation,
duplicity, or deception in these things. He was
honest, generous, and frank; he said what he meant
and meant what he said; he was sincere.

He believed and preached that owe no man anything,
but to love one another (Rom. 13:8) applies to
money matters, as well as to other things. M. H.
Meeks, his lifelong friend, confidant, and legal, as
well as business, advisor, says there are not
complications in his business affairs. It is not known
or believed by those who knew him best and loved
him most that he left one penny unpaid. If he did, it
was unintentionally done; but it is scarcely possible
that he did. Moreover, if he did, that penny will be
promptly paid.

His name will occupy its accustomed place on the
first page of the Gospel Advocate; friends who have
loved him and who love him still will keep up his
page, as well as they can, though knowing they can
never fill his place; those who wish to tell of his
merits, his worth, and his works can do so in the
columns of that page; unpublished paragraphs
written by him will appear there; and his loved ones
now left without husband and father will, if they
willl and I hope they willl continue to draw his
salary till the remnant of this century passes away, at
least. Such is the expressed purpose and will of the
proprietors and publishers of the paper he helped to
edit so long.

His writings were strictlyl and, to some, sometimes
seemed severelyl scriptural, as well as intensely
logical; and, while they were sweet and precious to
those who knew and loved him, some who felt the
force of his logic, the facts he related, and the
scripture he quoted sometimes thought him unkind.



Though I knew him long, intimately, and well, |
never heard an unkind expression fall from his

lipsl never. A brother once said to me: in this weeks
Advocate, Srygley says Brother ---------- has lied. |
was sure the brother was mistaken, but | examined
the paper to see. Without one word of comment,
Brother Srygley had simply quoted two brief
paragraphs from the pen of Brother ---------- , either
of which positively contradicted the other. That was
all. This is a sample of Brother Srygleys hard
sayings. To his writings | appeal for proof. Read
what he wrote, that you may know what he said.
Please permit him, our brother and friend, to speak
for himself.

Christianity, pure and simple, is the religion he
practiced, preached, and professed. The Bible is the
only book he regarded as authority in religion. How
often he read the Bible through, from beginning to
end, no mortal knows; but it is known that he read it
through consecutively ten times in the last ten years
of his lifell once each year.

He labored as an evangelist, principally among the
poor, with whom he always sincerely sympathized.
He said: The Savior preached to the poor. It was one
of the proofs that he was the looked-for Messiah that
the poor had the gospel preached to them. The rich
are able to pay for preaching, and many of them have
more preaching that they are willing to hear. | want
to preach the gospel to the poor; they need it and
appreciate it, and in preaching to them I do as my
Savior did.

I thank my God that his providence permitted me to
spend the last week of our dear brothers painful
pilgrimage through this world with him and his
sorrowing family. | started home once. He did not
protest. Had he done so, | would not have started. A
few moments before | started, he said to me: We
have parted many a time, parted to meet again: but
when we part this time, I think we part to meet no
more. | started, but returned. I could not go. I am
sorry | started. | knew not what to do. I thought I had
to go. It was so sad to see him suffer, so hard to see
him die. | thought we could not give him up. We all



did for him all we could; we tried to do the right.

A few hours before his deathll after he had been
unconscious several hoursll Brother Scobey said to
him: Brother Srygley, Brother Larimore has come;
here is Brother Larimore. He opened his eyes wide.
At first he looked startled. The next moment he
looked surprisedl astonished. The look that
immediately supplanted thatl his last conscious
lookll was a radiant expression of rapturous delight
that swept me back to the joyous days of his innocent
childhood. He was in a gently reclining position; be
could not lie prostrate. Grasping me enthusiastically
by both hands, he looked steadily into my eyes with
an expression of tenderness that almost talked. | said:
Do you know me, Brother Srygley? He said: Yes. |
said: How do you feel? He said: I feel good. Then he
closed his eyes and relapsed into an unconscious
state that lasted till, without a struggle, he simply
ceased to breathe.

Our brother left, to lament their loss, while in
loneliness living without him, a wife, who tenderly
loves him; Jeffie, Ellas only living child, about
eighteen years old; James S., nine; Fletcher D., six;
Sarah Alice, five; Augusta, three; Jean, the baby,
only eight months.

Ella sleeps in the cemetery at Savannah, Tenn.; little
Mamie lies in the family graveyard at Mars Hilll my
homel four miles from Florence, Ala., the body of
the mother our beloved brother so tenderly loved
rests at Coal Hill, Ark.l no two in the same State and
all sleeping among strangers, far away form home
and loved ones.

His body is to await the resurrection morn in Mount
Olivetl Nashvilles beautiful cemeteryl the only city
of the dead | have ever seen that looks, not lonely
and gloomy, but bright and attractive to me. There
would I bury all my dead and there would | be
buried, if | could.

Though always armed with sparkling wit, charming
humor, and ready repartee, our beloved brother was
no exception to the rule: Man that is born of a



woman if of few days, and full of trouble. He cometh
forth like a flower, and is cut down: he fleeth also as
a shadow, and continueth not. He was no exception
to the rule: Man was made to mourn. He has ceased
to suffer; we are left to mourn. Let us all so live that,
some sweet day, we may meet him and know him
and love him in that love-lit land of pure delight,
were sorrow is unknown.

(Transcribed by Terry Gardner)
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We went to the Elementary School in Franklin but by the

- “time T was in the Fifth grade thsy decided to tear the
- 0ld building down and build a new school., Since the house

we were living in had been a school house at one time and
had nice big rooms, they took it for the fifth, sixth
seventh and eighth - rades and the big house back of us
for the first four grades. We had to move but it hap-
pened that the house next door was for rent so we just
moved next door. Yhile we were living there Jean was
about five years old and just loved to play with our old
horse, Jda. One day she was trying to put the bridle
on her and for soms reasomn she kicked her and broke her
Jaw. T will never forget how 7 felt when I walked in
from school and there she lay with her whole hsad band-
aged. She got through this accident fine without any dis-
figuration.

After living here about two years our house was sold andwe
had to move again. But as luck wouléd have the house next
door was vacant and we rerted it, We had lived in the
same block in all three houses without leaving the neigh-
borhood.

Here we lived next door to the (Owens and old couple and
their daughter and old bachelor son, who was editor of

one of the County papers, The Williamson County News.

My . Owen was blind and Jean just loved to lsad him

arcund. She was just a happy child and had so much fun

with ¥Mr. Owen . Sha contracted typhoid fever ons summer

and lay unconscious for.about a month, we never thought

she would get well, but with good nursing she pulled

through. We had to cut off her curls but her came back curly
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We moved to yashville sometime in June 1909 add had been
living here a few weeks when Jim, my oldest brother, who
was still working for the Telephone Company and waiting

to bhe transferred to washville, took Typhoid Fever and came
home sick, He had been staying with some friends until

he coild be transferred and histransferr.. went through
Just arter he took sick. He was sb ill that mamma put

him in 8t. Thomas Hospital and he died there on July 1L,
1909. After his death Douglas got ajob with McQuiddy
Printing Company and had to drop out of school.

re@ndpa Scobsy though it would be & good idea for Augusta
and me to go to the Panning Orphan School so arrangements
were rede and we entered schoél there. I knew when I

went therethat 7 would have to finish High School and
although it was a hard adjustment toc maks for both of us
we made it. The matron was rigid and strict and every-
thing had to be done exactly right consequently T was in
trouble a good part of the time for T was impulsive, while
Augusta was quiet and cbedient to all the rules. T often
spent faturday afternoons cutting kindimg, which was one
mode of punishment and T really learned how . to cut kindling
besides doing without my dessert lots on Saturdays . But
I learned all T knew about housekeeping, sewing and other
housenocld chores ineluding chores for during my senior
year I was imicharge of the dairy which included churning
and molding fourteen to eightesn pounds of butter at the
time. T graduated in June 1913 T Suppose you would say -
with honors although there were only three of us in the class.

Jim and Annie Billington
his sweethsart who had
gone through school with
him in the sams class.










After Augusta and T had been in Panning for a ysar, Mama
got a position teaching in the Davidsen County Schools.

gshe was sent  to Smith Springs , which is near lLaVergne,

a one room school. Of course this meant that s»e would have
to board out there. She tock Jean with her and rented the
house on Argyle partially furnished and stored the rest

of the furmiture in one of the roams. Douglas boarded in
town but during vacation we would all come home , two
summers we rented a house and moved our furniture in ard
1ived for the summer vacation.

After teaching at Smith Springs Mama was transferred to

the school in Neely's Bend, which was still only one teacher
b ut a bigger school. She took Jean with her am boarded
with thes George Shields family who lived on a farm near the
school. Mr and Mrs Shields were awfully nice to her and

she thoroughly eiffjoyed living there. MNrs Shields would
invite all of us to be together at her house whenever we

had holidays or Christmas vVacation. This is whers T met
Ren who lived with his tncle and family.

Mamma stayed at Neely's Bend until the year t-at T graduated
at Fanning School, when she wa: transferred to the Protestant
Orphanage which was under the direction of the pavidson )
County Schools and there were two or mors teachers. Mama
was the principal and stayed there until her death

Some . of the Shields Family ml}i; ;atngz hitllid:igs family
nit " &
Mn. sl (1) Mama - (2) Mrs Shields
B (3) Mr George Shields
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While T was teaching 7 went to Peabody during vacations and
took some Bducational Courses. T worked in the cafeteria
to help my expenses and had a lot of fun. Mama was also
geing to Peabody during her vacations and we had a class or
two together. We were in peabody the first summer that they
were on the New Campus on 21lst Avenue,

Although T enjoyed tha work at Coopertown and had a lot of
friends there, the salary was low and 7 didn't see any chance
for further advancement. 7T decided to try to get a better
position and finally was employed in the City School at Erin,

Tenn, & little town beyond Clarksville, Tenn. 7T taught the
fourth, ifth and sixth grades and enjoyed the work. T had
a nice boarding place and roomed with the first, second and
third grade teacher, Miss-fauwrence from Qldd/Center, near La
Vergne. TIn spi¥e of it all I believe this was the most un-

happy year of my life.

Augusta was sick all winter with 7.B. and was in the T7.R,
Hospital part of the winter, but Mama finally brought her
home for she was so unhappy out there. She died in the spring
of 1917,

Ben went to Detroit to work in the auvtomobile factory that
fall and didn't come home until he was drafted in December
1917. 7Tt was agloomy winter.

Mama and Augusta at
T. B, Hospital

Oour weekend entertainmenty
in Erin consisted mainly
of Sunday afternoon Bikes

fpen and his friend Jim Stone
who went to Detroit with him




After sugusta died T decided that T just couldn't go
back to Brin, “ The regular school term was out by that
time and we were to teach a subscription school whersby
the patrons would pay the tuition of the pupils that came.
So % decided to Stay homs and did some substitute teach-
ing in the City Schools thinking that after fomr - years
experience T could get a place in the City Schools but
did not have any success so decided to give up teaching
4s a profession and taks a business course. 7T enrolled
in a pPrivate Business Ceollege and concentrated on
shorthand and typewriting and in a few months after
long hours of practice T managed to get a position at

the Graham Paper Company as Billing Clerk. T had not
ever used a Billing Machine but had become pretty good

on the typewriter so didn't have any trouble learming .

I was continually calling for #gills" from the Salesmen
80 they nicknamed me Rill.

The Girls T worked with
at graham Faper Co.

T worked at Graham Paper Company for three months, and

had just gotten a raise to fifty dellars a month, which

T thought was real good, when T was offered a job at

Nld Hickory Powder Plant as secretary to thes Assistant
Engineer of the Construction Company which was building
the Village at that time. T was owerwhelmed by this offer
and told the man that I did not fesl like T had had =snough
experience for a position of this kind. But after inter-
viewing several applicants for the job he gave it to me.

My salary was Pwenty-Five Dollars a week, doubled what I mads,
T. worked with him until the project was closed down after

the War was over then T transferred to the duPont Company

and worked for them until their work was completed and

then trznsferred to the Govermment and worked until I

married in ,June 1920t




Vy experiences durin: this period were certainly varied.

When 7 first started we drove to work from ¥ashville via

the Lebanon Ruad and it was interesting to watch the

development of the housing area for the smployees during

that time. Tater on we drove out the gallatin Road and

erossed the Cumberland River by Ferry which was a little

nearer. Iater on theybuilt a suspension bridge across the

river. On this route we drove through the Powder rlant

Area, All entrances were strictly guarded and the whole

area was enclosed in a heavy fence. Each Zmployee had to

carry ¢ pass at all times and show it going in and out of

the area, part of the time T ®ode the train which was

pickad with employees. They ran a train for the office

smployees and one for the laborers and both were always

crowded. On the way omt we passed the (Qld Soldiers

Home ( Confederate), and the old soldiers met the train and

waved to us each morning. We woulc buy the morning paper

before lsaving the nion Station and throw it off to the

old soldiers as we passed. To make the train trip I had

to leave homs at six thirty in the morning and ride the B W. W. Mitchell;
streetcar to Bth and Broad, walk to the Union Station to Safety Engr.
catch the train., It would be at least six or six thirty Wilmingten, Dels
before T reached home in the evening. A long day But T was ]

happy feeling that T at least was contributing something

to the war effort

iprls in du Pont office
g Moran - Mrs 1.ittle
s Menefee

Sara Beekton.and T worked
in sane office at du pent

[P ——
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After the Amistice Day, yov. 11,1918, all construction wark
ceased at the plant. BRut all records had to be closed out

and Miss Becton and T worked in an office in this dormitory
closing out the Safety Records, Mr. Rekd, Safety Bngineer,
was transferred to Wilmington, Del. T had done his secretarial
work after Mrs Little, his secretary had gone back to Wilming-
ton. Refore Mr. Reid left he offered me a job in Wilmington
but T decided that 7t was too far away from home so stysed

on at 0ld Hickory, transferring to the Government office

where T stayed until 7 resigned in June 1920 to marry.

8id, Safety Wngineer

wiss Becton and T worked together
during the close out.

.










L ocRkriill pend 'I'ak‘es
New Place In History

By ED HUBDDLESTON

It'a happaned again , . . to his-
torie Cockrill Bend, whers ths
vasi Ford plant wil] rise.

History doen repeat,

For the third time In (ewer
than 200 years, men of vialon
have gazed into the futura and
pul down @ hig plle of thelr blue
chipa on “ye bend of Cumber-
Wnd® River,” a2 & Jand grant
batled Moy In 1783,

Cackrill Bead beats the proud
surname of Mark Robertson
Cockrill,

In at least three wave he was
itz Rhett Butler, tha hero of
Mnrgaret Mitehail's “Gone With
s Wind™ Buat the wind didn’t
sween Mark Coekrill away . . .
hacause he used his head

Brilliant Mind

Mark Cockrill was a man of
Arilllint mind (the son of Nash-
vilg's first school tencher, Mrs.
Ans Robértson Johnston Coek-
il who arrived on the fingbont

MARK COCKRILL

“Adventurs And during the Ford plant brings new lustef
= T o == to bend that .bears his nams
perilous voyage ahe bad used g |
! moisl boxes of sand as hlack- This log house was about a

. boards. in giving lessons Lo pio-
neer chkildren.)

Like Butler. Cockrill was later
10 jook intn the future—at least
10 Years ahead of the men of
his day . . . and he foresaw the
and of slavery, He foresaw the
wollapss of huga cotten profits
s suw the war clouds gather-

mile northwest of Charlolte
Road's intersection with Lellyett
Ave, where his laler spacious
home, “Richland,"” was to standy
This later house, built in 1797,
has been termed the Tirst brick
house in Middle Tennessee. I8
was called “Travelers’ Rest” un
til sbour 1816, and burned |

Iny. the early 1900's

He foresaw all this around Loves Area
1850, & decade hefore Funs  Mark Roberteon Cockrill had
Boomed In Charleston Harbor heen named. for his siain cousin,
nnd xct off the War Batween in 1758, It's easv to see that this
the Stxtes. And because he storisd land held a place in hiws
looked ahead, and beheld what

heart. When fortune beamed up

many falled to see, he saved an gn him, he made this land his

sconpmic kingdom for himself

own,
mnd for his children. "It was purchased largély
Afark Cackrill beat the eman- from (ha Robertson heirs. Kunh
cipation proclamation to the from the Boaley family," Ewing
ungh, Ha sold the bulk of his said. “Huge cedars, Lwe and
Mlwyes;, about %0 souls, Hi sold thyes feet In  diameter, once
ghwm cotton piantation oo the asroad on ilie slope where the
4 River, in Monroe County,

Ford plant will be bullt,

“T am in my 80's, and & fow of
the great cedars still were thare
jwhen [ was a boy. Few people
of today have ssen such stately
cedar trees a2 thoae weare.

“Farther down in the band,
{heyond the cedars, wers poplars,
imnd then the very fertile bottom
fland, which many hundreds of
‘years before no doubt had been
A marsh.

“The spot where the Ford
piant will vise was part af 2,000
pcres which my grandfather
Enve Lo his son, James Cockrifl.
He sold it to Dr., William Mor-
row, who later sold !t to the
atale as part of Lhs stale prison
farm

Misx, It hrought him
M0N0 in gold.
- "He¢ came back to Nashville
By horseback, with about 14
slaver he had kept!" according to
Albert . Ewing, Sr, one of
Cockrill's grandsons.
Buys Land

Mark Cockrill hed parted com-
pany with cotton. The quartar
million it had yvielded him he in-
vested {n Jarge land tracts around
hia natlve Nashville. One was
the vast Robertson Bend, which
then became Cockrill Bend.

The earfier pname had come
from Cockrill's famous uncie,
James Roberison. founder of
Nashville, who had scquired
around 3,000 &cres In the great
gurve of the river in thes davs
of Indian forave. !

Near the open end of the bend,
where Richland Creek empties
Into the Cumberland. Rabertson
had built & “station.” Not far |
from the log station, ona of Rob-
grison’'s sons. Mark Robertson, |
narished at the hands of the In- |
dinna.

around

| venture.”

I, when lis Grandfsther 3ark 7
divided the lsnd among hia
children, 1,226 acrea went to
Mark Steriing Cockrill, and
1750  acres Benjamin F.,
Cockrill,

Benjamin
grendiathér

to

c o

was Lhe
of

enjamin  F
Cockrill, asst director, State|
Department of Accounts; Wil
llam €, Cockrill, preaident of
Tennessee . Lumber Co.; Miss
Emmaline Bell Cogkrill. Kens-
Ingten Place; Mrs. Henry Hud-
dleston, Murfreeshoro; Arech
Cockrill, of Third National Bank,
and Charles Vernon Cockrill,
Ridgetop. The latter's son is the
fourth in line of descent to bear
the name of Benjamin ¥. Cock-
rilL

A daughter, of Mark Coekeill,
Mrx. Jane Cackrill Watkins, re-

celved the Tulip Grove estate
on Lebanon Road—szbout 1,500
aores. Another daughter, Mra,

Henrietia Cockrill Ewing, moth-
er of Albert Ewing, Sr., received
1000 acres on Charlotte Road.|

Grazed Fine Shesp

This latter tract is part of]
the land on which 'Cockrill'si
hards of fine sheep grazed—

and “eventually his sheep wern|
to produce the finest wool of]
the world, From Queen Vic-l
toria of England wag to come
an award fo Mark Cockrill for
wool that lopped the products
of her nwn subjeetsz

Th= Charlotte land now cove
ered by two beautiful pew sy
divisions, Brookmeada and Hor
ton Heights was Cockrill's, an
hia sheep were there. sven 1
the dava when his cotton for-
tuna was pyramiding in Missis-
wippl, He spefit Lime {n bathk
states, hut Tennessae was tha
home of his heart,

His inquiring mind was lo
reach on and up, probing the
mysteries of scientific breeding, |
exploring the qualities of wool. |
He imported fine Mesrina bheep!
from over the world—including }
Portugal and old Saxony—and
lived to sen the day when his|
product had no equal

One of Cockrill's contempo-§
rarios and adjoining landholdarsh
in the roaring dayvs of fortunas
was Montgomery Bell, the fron-§
niaster, Belle's Bend ctirves to
the southwestern side of Copk-
ritl's, and upon It Bell main-
tained a gristmlll, about 5 mile
north of Charlotta Road.

Mark Cockrill is zald to have
hean born on land granted to
his father, Maj. Jol Cockrill
for services in the Revolution-
ary War., A granddaughter, Mys.
Ellen F. Caronado, recallied thst
the éarly tract swept across the
campus of Vanderbilt Univarsity
and ‘Centennial Park., Coekrill
Springs was in the prassnt Cen-
fennial grounds, and it flowed
sérenely nesar the venerabis nak
which stsnds in the park just
off West End Ave.

Taught Nashborough Class

Mark Cockrill's mother was
“The widow Johnston” an the
hazardous voyaze of the *“Ad-
With her were her
throe daughters, and these were
affong her puopils
She continued her ‘classes after
arrival at the Indian-beleazured
Fort Nashborough, Thus tha
future Nasghville hed a school
teagher befars it had 3 city
government. or a  courthouse

Cockrill,

Like her [Rt-betler-Known

‘hmlhtr James Robertson Ann

|

avourdship. k

- 4 T —————————
was falthful to the strugziin
Tittle sasitlpment. never wave
ing when Indian ouirages wer
st their worst, Many left to*

bloody lands. i

s was among the “70" In
all , . " to whom tha Stats o!'!
North Carolina wss o sward
Innda “without ptics" for “per-

sonal hravery and military geed
y o Ine derkest hours,

vice
She was among those who de-
fended Fort Nashbourgh (n the
Bsattle of the Bluffz, 1751, and
840 acres ware profferad her by
the mother state. This i=s of
record.

Nnshville's first
er was the only
honared.

“We have naver found a rec-
ard to indicate she claimed the
jand" mnid State Archivist Rob

school teanh-
waman thus

ert T. Quarles, Jr. “But Is Is
posxible (ha® she deedsd her
olaim f{o her hushsnd” His

holdings ohviously were yast
8he szleeps in Lhe old City
Ceniotery, and & special marker
has hesn placed at her grave hy
the Daughters of the American
Revolution, Jt reads:

“Ann Robartson Johnsaton
Cockrill, 1757-1821. First teach-

er m the Cumberiand Settle-
ment. Intrepid plionesr heroine
af the Battle of the Biuffs, 1781

.

Reciplent of land graot™ In (he °

Davidsan County Courthouse,
another macker casts luster up-
on the memory of her aon, Mark.
Perhaps Ann would amile,
rather proudly, If ahs ecould
areat things
to transpire upon the
which befys the Cockrill

know of the new
abaut
land
name.

Hlatar she was married to Mal |













mmmmuﬁm'fm u'mmmwm To the

glory of the citizen-soldier, mmmmmmmm

in a succession of brilliant offensives have overcome the menace to our civili-

_;ntlm

| As an individusl, your part in the world war hes been an Important one in

the sum total of our achievements. Whether keeping lonely vigil in the trenches,

or gallantly storming the enemy’s stronghold; whether enduring monotonous

,wmnmmmmmmmmum_ummmp

T Ben carried thi

picture in his
wallet during

foe, you are soon to return to the pursuits of peace. In leaving the scenes
'dmmmlﬁmmmwmmmm»
Mhhummm—nhwhthmm'htﬁm
have fought and to the fallen comrades you leave behind.

uhvﬂuwhmmwlmumwmmur
your splendid service to the army and to the nation.

Faithfally,
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SHIELDS, Ben C .. 08 = ..
1,919,414 W
Mpdison, Tenn.

Indi #2, Dsvidson County,Tenn.

Des 7/%7.

Born: Nashville,Tenn, ..
Age; 24 Irs.

Org: Co A 207 MP Co to Aug 29/
18; Hq Tr 82 Div to Blsch.
Grade: Pyt lsl Feb 7/18; Pvi
Aug 28/18.

08: May 8/18 to May 21/19.
Disch: May 29/19.
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id not kniow just when. 2 Jim had % 5 Chatia Srygley-Shields
O BRGNS NEULLA perSusde: T Wedding June 23. 19 .0

. Miss Barah Alice Rrygley nad Ben Cock-
it T W e rove o G e ; OTC0N rill Shields will He marcied on Wedhes-
- = s = . 4 day evening, Jupe 23 The cersmony withl

eng U1Vls ! : 1 ’ ‘ Be at the boms of the bride's motbor, M
e 4 X Jennls gley oan Argyle avenne., The
r ' : 3 N e g ’ " d bride’s graudfather, Rev. Iames B, Scoboy
3 3 4 = 3 . e ] "¢ % | 3 will wfficinte and th wodding music will
iLtan ‘ - - . A ha given by Mres, wert H, Seobey. s
1 - i1 L P ¢ ] : er tLeied lng the cvremony voeul selecMons will he
e s gy & : e $2a glven by Douglus Srygley and Kdwsrd
T cC}l alan Y ! _ y Seobey, Mise Srygley will have as het ats
- < a5 23 : 1 atroit. rendants, Mre. Hugh Ammerman, matron
’ T et o = > - : X i of honor and Mary Emma Scobéy and
"y ¢ I’ ! X Ve Clars Ledbetter, rihboy benpers,
” The young conple. Wil lsave after the
st Yy werecin i1 for ine corpmony for Cloelonatl and Ohidaigo Bes
fore golng to their ftutnre fome in Dotroit,
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Shields-Srygley Wedding
Beantiful Hongf Event

Ml tNRTTIAM of  Miss rah  Alies
n Codkrill Shields wis

glay and Mr. Be T
renil notumnised Wadiiosday _eves
s of thel

Ry 7:80 o'cleck at tha Liom

s oh ArgYle avenus Prol. James EA'L
Bey, mrandfsther of the hride, of-
ted I e proguncd af a lsrge num-
Per-af rmailves antl frignds ‘
Faorns anil the flowors of tho penson
ware uesd In the mriistic decorationn
‘roughout the fouke, and the ecerameny |
toak pluce helore un improvisad altur of |
qras, terny wnd fleld dalsles i
o Wodding register wan kopt by Miass

1y Dabney of Hopkinsville, Ky. !

wWiulla _the guestn were amm=nhiing
and Drmulw-\

e Tyries, with

WMaséra., Edward Seabey
Wl:Ryo sang  mevaral 1o

Mra. hart 3. Boolisy accompunist, A=
Mjonilslesohn's walding margh twad eI
dared the tridal papty ontored, led by

1 thn Tibl rorn, Jittle Mary
Fanems 1 Cinra Locdbstiar. The

QR ~D e
Seobay AN
alre. Hugh Anrmerman,

S i iron of hienor.
. eame i slong
The bride, Whno ia the lc)\‘!!.y

o Bevcl Stene Gan, VR
(peactding tha hpide anit groom
Qm\ms’
sughtér of Mre Jennls Sryzley, Wore ™
it of hlue tricotine, with

| Bylish tidltred 2o !
:,_p?-mﬂou to match snid her flowars ware
L]

ot rnw
iy ?’»Xl raung & peo e snjoy & wlds uirals
e Triands woh will be intecestad in theds |

| paeriae.
M matron:of hahar wie aitired In B
wi of apricotl georgaite, comblned with

| fantalse silk of the =mo tene, and her
paranpe holquet was af Opholla rose?

The rihhtn-Dearers “wore damty .fo~
trimmed frocks of organdy.
AlQler the ceremony an 1 -
was held  Mrs Se¥
in veceiving Ny Migzres Jean Srygle

A Luoclils Skinner
P Ay, and Mrs. Shtelds [eft on the eve-
- n tratn for o hridal trip to Clacin<
. natd, and siter Jaly 3 W 11 he located at
I T4 Newport avanitg Detrolt, Mich.
A large and valuable callection of
gifin waa roceived
e attsnding frem & dintancn Wers:
Chanes E Harrison of Richmond,
Mrs. Sallle Colrar of Mt Plonsanl,
T are M, W, Dabney and Arugnier,
Miss Ellzabath, of Hopictnsviile, Ky Ars,
| Hua Ammse af Cliftwood, Vi Mies
Llnfdlln Skmner of Mayfield, Ky.
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pen had rented a furnished apartment before he left for
vashville and had lived there for a week or two before he
left. He had it all ready for me-had even bought bed linens
and a bedspread for the bed.

The apartment was real nice but small., We had a living room
bed room combination with a folding bed up into a closet

and wa had to move the furniture to let down the bed every
night. There was a bathroom and kithchen breaifast room

¢ mbination with a screened in backporch with a bed on it. So
we had room for company if we wanted to have it. A friend

of Ben's met us at the train and took us to our new home o

This was our first home., Our apartment was on the left
downstairs,

We got home Saturday night and Sunday norning we ro_de all
across town to go to chwch. We went to Vinewood where Bro.
Shepherd from Nashville was preaching. They gave us a wam
welcoms for the Shepherds knew both of our families. I
liked to go to church there but it was such a long trip that
we found a church on our side of town.







Wa spent a happy mmer at 574 Wewport Aver AP

home. Mama came up for a short visit and ] :
better about my ing so far away when 3

were, After she left Douglas and Edward Sco

8 few days., They were on vacation to g

; gether and Edward's
swetheart, Mildred Womack was visit 1€

pavid Powell in Detroit, so w2 all h
axcept Ben had to work :

Y ST 2ther -
£ 11 } V13 o rs

ad agood time sightseeing

We lived here until sometime

pusiness began to sladken off
Motor Company and stayed it
glosed down, Our neighbor' ac
an executive for the Chalmers
Job and he went to
Rudson, Since his
getting
place to stay and
kitchen privileges with Mrs

pelore we were married. We spe:

ghe spring bought us some i
“ 4 7
pimilar v 8
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The iter Rany Jean was a ar ol¢ WaS
in March 1923, - In Decamber a was walk
sunt 3 C1ros the stre=t an a
- - J - e : —_ A= U
1er & ol e foot. She t along very a
give u 2r sdhool and walked on crutches & res f the
- - ) - - - T
A ILeT . MiIe WaS WOrTiec out what 7 would do w n the babvy
: % by §
o ! v r o =10 = z
ear r Grann iields was not able to come then since Uncle - F
Nanres had Alarc - . 3 ] - 3 y > g
JEOYrge died and s was adad at B J& decided that the )
haad+ + Iy re o . } } {
g8t thing for to go was ¢ y home and help out as much ‘(’;‘ /
- T 1 $ y . 1 ; it A
88 T could and sta 1 aft : baby came e a col- | J/
A= 1 7 ( 1 k v ] { i “
L 4 y Yy T S C L LNe SeKXesplng >
M e o s Al M . oyl
’his was along hard w . aC Stay 1n Pontliac w B
14 y e i 'y 'y 4 » ‘. -
rented € nmsa { = a boy and his wife, at
yrked im, res s on { the bedrooms fa himself,

{ ) 2 on Mar tne
that arrived in Nashvill
like he was three months o
Jrs The doctor wouldn't 1
six w s old but just as

ieft for ntiac and home,

CLASE OF SERVICE
Telvgram
Day Loty
Night Message
Nigh! Letter

ll none of lhess thres symbols

v«dsn this 5§ & telagram.
-mmmuumnm
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NEWCOMB CARLTON, FRESIDENT
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CLASS OF SERVICE
Telegram
Day Letter
Night M.
Nighl Letiar

appears

words) this i 2 tefegram.
wiss 13 churacter b hullcated by the -
mnbd Appearing ing after the cheek,

—
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GEOHGE W. E. ATKINS, FIRST VICE-FRESIDENT

RECEIVED AT
6DE AN 10

FY MNASHVILLE TENN 1214A MAR 8 1923

“BENJAMIN C SHIELDS

0oon

TEN POUND BOY ARRIVED AT TEN OCLOCK BOTH DOING WELL

INSPECT I ON

DEPT PLANT FIVE OAKLAND MOTOR CO PUNTlAC MICH . |

— S ———
-

-«

MOTHER
610A




. O
n 4
o 40
) O E e |
=2 a O M~ ) =
- L] (- )
] 0 O £ S
o o u
E ) o 2 =
- 4 £ ) &) = o |
£y 1 3 . )
o a £
2 M AW E .
= ) <. -
) \ 1)
| & ) (Sl
. 4 1 N 3D
= (8 r ’ =
. n . 1
- 5 3
= ~ it
= 5
- . r [}
> D - L
= 5 y M
0 T 0O
| wl @
e { Q0
= 4 ) O | 9]
3 -~ 1 o
e t 1 3
e $
" ) 1 ! I=]
ot - » oy
= g 0O <
B Q ) o O M @
~ i i g
o [ - )
) L > =
+ ’ - 4
(%3] - I ™
= - N % ] | |
< m ‘o =
0 o )
‘ [
) o 4 A
{ + ‘|
[} = e
Tl \
— - 0 ‘2 .
=2 542 K >
Qg o 2 30 0 WM
C (= ) - m




We spent the winter of 1923-8Lat 51 Oliver Street. Tt was a
cold snowy winter. Snow fell in the fall and didn't melt
until spring. BRack in Nashville Mama and Jean were both sick
most of the winter . In the spring 7 went home to sse about
them, It looked like we would be campelled to move back to
Nashville but Ren was doing so well in rontiac, by this time
he had besn made Chief Inspector of the Motor Division
of the pontiac Motor Company.

while T wasz in yashville, the couple he hac rented tne house
to the winter before wanted to buy our furniture in the house
and rent the house. We decided this would be a good thing to
do and fen rented a larger house with thees lLedrooms furnished
and we made arrangements for Jean anc Mama to come visit with
us as soon a4s the weather was settled. They spent the summer
with us but neither of them was well all summer.aDouglasccame
for them the latter part of August and they had been home
only a wesk when we got a telephone call in the middle of

the night that Mama had died suddenly.

This was a terrible shock but with the help of the Lewis's

w2 caught the train in Detroit the next night. B#en got a
stateroom which made traveling with the ¢hildren much easier.

After Mama died Jean just had to be cared for. The doctor
said that she could not stand the winter climate in Pontiac
sc there was nothing to do but for me to stay there and take
care of her. BRefore I took the children in the house it had
to ba fumigated and thoroughly cleaned so Wg stayed at

Mad ison with granny Shields and they kept the children in the
day time while worked at the house. Tt tock me about a week
to get things organized, Ben had hac to go back to his work
in Pontiac until we made s-ome decision as to what to do.

* gean never saw a well day z2ll that fall,

Summer 192l

Jean and Ren in
front yard on

jake pDrive - pontiac
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"IN HIS BEAUTIFUL

B R A

THE NEW HOME OF OAKLAND AND PONTIAC

1S25 BROADWAY

NEW HOM]

MANAGER UsED CAR DEPARTM ENT

OAKLAND AND PONTIAC AUTOMOBILES

PRESENTED BY

SEIELDE 1210 BROADWAY

HVIL T
7-6748 NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE
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"OAKLAND MOTOR CAR COMPANY
PONTIAC MICHIGAN

December 27, 1928,

ﬁ. B.B c. SMBIQS.
George L. x‘lﬂ',
Nashville, m

~Allow ¢ ; . ONg; ‘mn- you upon being the third man in the
k] selling organization to yualify for member-

by The example you have set to others, not only in your own organization
e but through out the entire country, cannot help but be inspirational

: and helpful, It is because of this sort of thing that we initiated the
52 Uar Club and you are certainly helping to make it a success.

We would especially appreciate 2 letter from you telling us how you
accomplished this record; your views on retailing of automobiles, to-
gether with any suggestion you may have as to the most profitable
method, or methods, to follow in securing the signed order. This mater-
ial will be used in & story in an early issue of the 52 Car Club News
or the Oaklander.

~ Inagmuch as you are the first map in the Mephis Distriet to qualify for
membership we Iom'm ‘appreciate receiving a photograph of yourselfl or
» one, & good clear snapshot will do), in order

4 JEQ -a:tory. |

™ year in 1929 and with the assurance
intereatu in you, I remain,

Sincerely yours



: BEN SHIELDS

L Meére In the “slact calesman ol
“Neoker L. Beand  Oakland and
soetlag distributor. Mr.  Shiclds
won that title by plugging  wway
aptil he had #ald 47T now chrs in @
Ghres-month period, Al these salow

ity whds {0 Nastyijle

1

P o —

Months.

Diring the slightly more than two
yours i which Geo, Lo Evans has
Loun engnged In the dlstributivn of
Pontlee 4nd Onklund automobiles’
ho hak sold AR uRgTgAte of A187
garn, 1044 of wlhiEh wers new oy
and LAM usell ears, . e

The revord tor i wingle morth wig
el hilistisd st May when 137 new
and 133 veed wutomobies wers wotdd
by (e Gho. Lo Bvans selos organts
zzt{on,
. Ran Shleldy ¥o far holds the in-
dividunl wiizaman's Fecords haying
#oli]l 47 new curd in three fmofiths,
T 1l used onr department O, Béne
nett made 3T sales i one month.

]

assriar mwam A i 4

|||i § = :
A reu. | medt-to-goadnoss banquely
at i‘é’ drew Jackyon Holel Sat-

rcar salesman.

“BEwanas, Iotal diatribu

e - Dakland-Fontlan 3
shawe s mppreciation Tar \he
tine wok done by his organizail

‘k! pe’ (2 past month by stagin

' Bt This wis in ealebira-
tian « s xroatest yolume of Busl.
ness & - turned out by this fast-
travelin & corps  of wide-awaie,

| salesme

A toldl of 187 new cars wore deé-
livered Auring the month of Maw,
78 of which werp wholesstle, Whilsl
81 were ot ked up hy the local eee
tail enlesn 1. In addition to those
dslliveries, 121 used cars wers ¥
by the salssmen under the dlreetion
of Bal Turnet, maniger of [hw
used cdr department. In Individusi
eftorl. Odell Bennett went over the
top with 31 used car sales 1o his
credll. Other members of the ot
ganimtion to win special bhonusss
for the excellent work warm Wil
Tacs Higginbotham, Ray Ca .
and Pen Shields. of tha new,
department, and Kirk Turfier haed

Along about the Iitter part uf
April Mr. Evans callel his orzani-
zation togeihsr and Informed his
boys that a trsat was In store for;
themi If they reachedlc a certalnl
mark In siles during My, 4 glanon s
st the fgures nbova will prave Jus
fioe well the Boys came unp to Me
ovans'  expectations,  and then |
yomte, and hence e hanqust ot lagmt.

night d
(A number of talks were o jorad
v members of the sales Torve

o Twith 3 of congratulytion’
R . Evans,  In wiich ol
vmmpw hin .E

£ 9




DISTRICT OFFICE
769-772 Shrine Building
MEMPHIS, TENN.

OAKLAND MOTOR CAR COMPANY
PONTIAC. MICHIGAN
August 26th, 1929

Mr. B, C. Shields,
% Geo. L. Evans,
1525 Broadway,
Nashville, Tem.

Dear Ben:

I was very disappointed when I learned, from Mr, Evans, that
were not going to be able to sttemd out first 52 Car Club Out
in Memphisa. As far ss I kmow all the rest of the boys who
able to make the Club this year, are going to be here.

From the looks of the roster, copy of which I em attaching, I
if you had continued on in the New Car Department, that our Pr
idejt would have been in Nashville instead of Searcy, Ark. However,
I know thaet your services have been more valuable to Mr, Evans in fhe
Used Cer Department which, of course, has materially helped the
other men who were able to make the 52 Car Club.

We have arranged a mice outing over here for the men and I am attaching
copies € the roster, mem and song sheet, as well as the badge with
your namne on it. I am &lso sending you souviner that we are pre-
senting to the members of the 52 Car Club. This is just a little
rememberance from the Oakland Motor Car Co. and & something that I know
you will be glad to have,

When Mr., Higginbotham and Mr, Cannon retum to Nashville they will

tell you about the outing and I just want to egain say that I am indeed
sorry that you could not be here. I hope you are felling bettar and

1 will see you on the 4th of the month when we have our Dealer Meeting

in Nashville.
With best wishes and kindsst regards from all of 7»%

W. R. Carturight:AH
Ence.




In May 1929 Ban had what we thought might be appendecitis, bub
, b wasnty and he seemed to get all pight but felt tad all the
summer, The doctor couldnit find anything radically wrong
with him and sent him to a DPr. Witt, who was a diagnosti-
cian, but he found nothin,  organically wrong. Our family
doctor insisted that he have X-Rays made of his chest

and they found & tumor betwsen his heart and lungs. A bi-
ppsy showed tLhat it was malignant . The doctor would not
operate on him or could not because of th: location of the
tumor - bur finally on Ssptember 1,1929, he took a shot of a
serum that was supposed to dissolve the tumar. From that

day he was confined to his bed most of the time,

T had a colored girl to do the housework and look after the
children during the day and T cdevoted all ~f my time to Ren.
He had to have a special cdiet ahd T tried to stay with him as

much as possible.,

gertrude Shates, who lived next door and who the children
all loved came over every night and put them all to bed.

pen diec’ the 27, November 1929 after about nine weeks in bed,
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MR. AND MRS. FLETCHER DOUGLAS SRYGLEY
T HE msrridze of Miss My Laeake, Dsugiees'of Mr. aomd Mres
Willlam ¥, Leaks, to Fletoher I las Jrygloy. son  of the
Jate Mr. and Mes. P, D, Srygle o T ¥ morning,
2t 11:30 o'Clock. Inthe patlors af Soarriil
y hillegroom,

B. Sryglsy,
yrele of aalsim mutor
tp tho ¢
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My, Srygley is ocun-
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Nrs paither, Asst Clerk
Local Board 21 and T.

fn way back from yUnion
Station where we sent off
the First praft Dec. 8,15L0.

Jean and Douglas both went to Lipscomb High School. Ben went
to Central High. Jedn and Ben both earclled in Lipscomb
College but Ban was dissatisfied and dropped out of college
after his Freshman Year. He got a Job at Ambrose printing
Company and wnet to work. My office was in the American
Trust Building and he met me every da- lor lunch.




Srygley Rites ‘
Set Tomorro, '

R A : ale T.ar Afte is FLETCHER DOUGLAS SRYG-
- i 2y ¥ o : > y . 3 . T~ L S I LEY, 49, vice-president and su-
eath Maj ! L i C AVargne = v perintendent of the E. T. Lows
~ Jasg - 2\ and Ja rou 8 WAE Dorn ] Publishing Company, died at .30
/ i o .- : Eis . i o'clock thls morning at a local
™2 L9402 . 3 SVayeQ W . id L S y infirmary, and funeral services
: 1 i ] C will ba eonducled at 3 oclocic
) ) 2 - 2 tomorrow afternoon from the Bel-
o their mn | 1Y Vaenue A& . : s . mont Church of Christ, whors he
. 3 1d their farm wes a member of Lhe board of
: il ‘ deacons.
at T2 Vergne ad the maliy bou ialgel’ LQULLSE Ul The Rev, T. H. Tjams will offi-
4 e s $ 34 ' ( ) 1y b t th \ou . ciate, assisted by the Fev. James
wloiiaal B <o v A B R Cope. Burlal will be in Wood-
farts re 1 Ll llvVe,. lawn Menmorial Park,
My, Seygley, who had been as-
- c | s b v a 4rd psoctated with the publisling flrm
je4an gra ted Ir Lipscaomb 2 JUu 1948 and g Sl b for 24 years, had been in de-
—_ ~e s Byt didnit s the ar cling health far about two years,
v AN i ety B & S ~ PP D s Pt although ba did not retice from
mn , . a Vermme J Ly HE ULL40 O UBLUNRES active, wosle untll about two
s : 3 37 Tha ! mont®s ago.

|
W
- -
.

: : s . : : & . ; - Born near Donelson Octohes
7 Jay a8 wa2nu LS e e ey 1 i 30, 1893, the son of ¥. D, Srygley
= s sy 1347 s KAy ~ y r Lliket L G mucn and Jennle Scobey Srygley, Mr,
o BT = S R S o et ik ek Srygley lived in Franklin #a a
et o { . 4 41l wonlL wELLSE" = 2 boy. He wis & member of n pio-
nesr family long prominent In
Lebanon.

He had for 18 years been gec-
retary of the Belmont Church of
Christ. He had ulzso served =ss
president of the Nashyills Crafts-
men's Club.

He |s survived by his wife, Mra. |
Mary Ieake Srygley; two sons,
Douglas I, and William Leake
Srygley; and two sgisters, Mya
Ben C. Daniels and Mrs W. G. 1
Skinner, all of Nashville, Tha '
body s at the hame, 3705 Muytale
Avenus.

Pallbearers will bher M. N,
Young, E. A. Bergsirom, Pad
Srygley, N. H, Porch, Willinm
Vinson, Joe Schuman, J, E.
Seobey, Jr. Herndon Scobey, and '
H. F. Ambrose.
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 10423
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Our Prayer

Mizhty Father, everlasting God,
in whom we live and beyond whaose
ecare wa cannot drift, we commit
te Thee our saldiers, sailors and air-
men, in all tluew‘pu:esl unknown |
perhaps to us, but always known
ta Thee., Cuide and protact them
by
them to us in victory, If it be Thy

v Thy Spirit's presence Return
will Make them worthy of their
emuntry, their cause and their Cod
ard make us worthy of them. For
Thy name's sake, Amen.

Dr. Henry M. Edmonds.
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Lt Hen Shields received the Air Medal for

Meritorious Service above and beyond the line

, of duty. Congratulations Ben—we are proud

2 of you—"That’s the real Ambrose Spirit."”
o How about it, fellows? 3

THE AMBROSE SPIRIT maR| >
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A Salute to Both of You §
on the Occasion of %
Ben’s Birthday §

D

3
%
§

4

Lt. Ben Shields and His Mother Alice Shields )
)

e

4

;

"nn

4
March Seventh )
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Five Nashvillians Win
Service Decorations

Capt. Winston Folk, U, 8. N, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Reau Falk of 2200
Riliston Plrcs, has been awarded
the Legion of Merit, twa other
Nashvillians have been decorzted
\with the Bronze Star Meadal and
two local Alr Forces officers have
racelved Alr Madsal awards, It was
announced yasterday.

Captain Folk, & graduate of the
United States Naval Aude!ﬁ,v. was
presented the Leglon of Merit for
outstanding performance of duty
rs executive officer of the T. 8. &
Birminghsm =&t the time of the
sinking of the 7. 8. 8 Princeten
aff the Phillppines. Tha award was
made Baturday wnboard Captaln
Folk'e new ship, the U. 8. 8, Wood-
tord. a cargo vesssl commissioned
at Hoboken, N 1.

Dacorated with the Branze Star
Medal for hetolo action against the
enamy wers First Lt Holland C
Adklason, son of Mr, and Mra. Bam
Adkisson, 202 Chapel Avenus, and
Capt. Alhert H. Breyan, Jr, husband
of Mrs, Lilllan Philllps Bryan, 3513
Byron Avenue.

Lieutenant Adkisson. a member
of the medlcal corps of the Third
Army in Germany, was comménded
for Hia action at Lemestrofl,
France, on November 17, 1944,
when he directed medical care and
cpeualty svacuation of a tank col-
umn through intense snemy sntl-
tank fire.

Overseas for the past 14 months,
Gaptain Bryan is attached to the|
Ninth Army =and réceived the
Hranze Star Mgzdal for combat ac-
tion in France from July to Sep-
tember, 1944,

Second Lt Ban C. Shields, Jr,
son of Mrs. Ben C. Shielss, 1012
Gale Lane, has besen awsarded the
Alr Medal for maritorious achieve-
maent In combat fight over Ge»-
many =8 a B-28 Marander piiot
with the Ninth Alr Force based in
Franoce,

Mr. and Mrw. Donald E. Saunders
of Donalgon, have recelved the Alr
Medal and two Oak Leaf Clustars
swnrded to their zon, Second Li
Henry Etigens Sanders, a prisoner
of war af the Germanas,
| Tha medsls were suthorized for
Lieutenant Sanders for his combat
| record from June, 1944, until No-
vember #, when he was shot down
over Germany whila @n bis 30th
'mizalon; Hs was a pilot of & P-38
‘Lightning fighter Plane.
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Bon Cockrill Shielits
aggiaénumné Lﬁé;ﬂgy i qgigﬁa
on Mondy the 1766 of Seflomber, 1945
Neashille, Tennessee

,jr om the War in the summer 1845 =
“"avj 7'"”’;‘?1“:' reporting back ‘f:"ld:.ntz;i
to pat marr 2d and before her Lauorteg.
Tuey narvied o SEplenber
or Qau ,.nt-:miu and 5%&7&!

Jent came home 5
had a thirty da :l
fancy decd ded g
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e i1t the apart s rg in 1%L id Ren and Wancy lived
up there. T 51 went t a yacation ad%
visi & 118 2 had the bag zzard i
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- Stafl Photy by Frank Gunled
Machinery for the oparation of Davidsen County's three draft boards began to move this morning 4
Chief Registrar Paul F. Jarratt and the clerks of the three boards took possession of office spac.
at 120 Union Street. Shown looking over papers in the joint draft board office are: (left to right)
Mai. Joe S, Reaves, chief of pegistration for State Sslective Service Headguarters: Jarraft, and |
the three chief clerks for Davidsen County, Mrs. Alice Shields, Board 21; Mrs, Bertha Goodloe, |

€] LLE TENMESSEAN. Friday Marning, Jan, 30, lgS':fm 19, and Mrs. Edith Bates, Board 20
Boards Entertain Officials

—Saff photo by Flioyd EVeSR v irat trip
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THE INCOME TAX CLASS OF 1949-1950

For a Grandma who worked and needed rolmtion-

Miss Pattie's Class has been a real recreation.

She started the course in fear and confusion

For the forms on Income seemed a hopeless illusion.
Then came the biggest surprise of them all

When she got the Big Book by Prentice-'iall.

This presented examples and illustrated facts

About Adjusted Gross Inocome, Normal and Surtax.

The first term onded and Grandma felt great

When she was awarded s real CERTIFICATE.

But there were diffiocult problems and questions not a few
Which she felt would be cleared up by a thorough review,
So she stuck with the e¢lass and has enjoyed every minute
Both the things she has learned and all the folks im it.
Now we have come to the end of the last quarter

And if Grandmea oan't figure Income Tax she certainly ocughta

Alioe Shields







pouglas and Cora Beal married on Qetobar 2 ,1948, They 1dved
in oak RA

Ridgs until September 1949 when he went to work as

physics Teachsr at Middls Tennessee State Collegs, rurfrsesboro
Tennessee .
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I retired from Salective Service Local Board No, 21, on October
21,1962, The girls in all three boards gave me a luncheon and
invited my Board Members., Mr. Broome , Chairman of the board
presented me with the letter below and the girls on all three
boarda gave me a lovely silver tray.

g
| B “A TOWER OF STR

— By - & " OF STRENGTH '

GUILFORD DUDLEY, JR, PRESIDENT PAUL MOUNTCASTLE, CHAIRMAN

il m&@%&u@ﬂf@ Sissrance Comavny of Tomesseo

fi
il fe and Casualty Tower

¥ ncom ' ASHVILLE, TENNESSEE
CHARLES M. BROOME, ll, Disr. Man, S g i e N
1771 FLOOR, LIFE & CABUALTY TOWER October 26 9 1962

NASHVILLE., TENNESSEE

Mrs. Alice Shields, Clerk
Draft Board 21
Nashville, Tennessee

Dear Mrs. Shields:

Ps Ge, Billy and T have enjoyed being associated with you these
past years, Your patient advise and help has made our work with you
most gratifying, and we are sorry for us that you are retiring but
ars happy for you that you will begin a new and enjoyable experience.
To help get it off on the right foot, this is to inform you that when
you next wish to visit your family in Miami, you need only call--
AL-5-0593 and we will have a round-trip ticket to Miami via Eastern
Airlines to be used at your convenience.

All our love and best wishes.
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